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Appendix:	 Marcuse	Conference	Abstracts	
	
	
John	Abromeit	–	SUNY,	Buffalo	State	
j_abromeit@yahoo.com	
	
Keynote	Discussion	–	The	Dialectics	of	Liberation	
	
Brandon	Absher	‐	D’Youville	College	
brandon.absher@gmail.com	
	
One‐Dimensionality,	the	Racial	Contract,	and	the	Critique	of	Neo‐Liberalism	
	
Herbert	Marcuse	developed	the	concept	of	one‐dimensionality	in	an	effort	to	understand	
the	dynamics	of	the	United	States	and	other	affluent	societies	in	the	developed	West	in	the	
middle	of	the	twentieth	century.	For	Marcuse,	these	societies	were	one‐dimensional	
because	they	had	contained	social	antagonism	through	the	promise	of	shared	affluence	and	
increasing	consumption,	thereby	suppressing	the	potential	for	revolutionary	
transformation.	One‐dimensional	society,	according	to	Marcuse,	was	marked	by	
widespread	conformism	in	action	and	thought	as	well	as	an	epistemological	flattening	of	
the	mind	into	what	Marcuse	called	“Happy	Consciousness.”	Largely	missing	from	Marcuse’s	
original	account	of	one‐dimensional	society	was	its	relationship	to	European	colonialism	
and	global	white	supremacy.	This	oversight	is	all	the	more	stunning	when	one	considers	
that	struggles	for	national	liberation,	decolonization,	and	civil	rights	were	reaching	a	fever	
pitch	just	as	Marcuse’s	work	was	published	in	1964	and	would	continue	unabated	for	
decades	thereafter.	If	the	containment	of	social	antagonism	in	the	developed	West	was	
predicated	on	the	promise	of	growing	and	shared	affluence,	then	one	might	just	as	well	say	
that	it	depended	fundamentally	on	the	defense	of	European	colonialism,	with	its	economies	
of	hyper‐exploitation	and	resource	extraction,	and	the	relocation	of	struggle	to	the	global	
periphery.	Such	an	insight,	however,	demands	a	reconceptualization	of	one‐dimensionality	
in	terms	of	global	white	supremacy	and	what	Charles	Mills	refers	to	as	the	Racial	Contract.	
In	this	essay,	I	offer	a	critique	of	the	concept	of	one‐dimensionality	on	the	basis	of	Mills’s	
theory	of	the	Racial	Contract	and	recent	critical	studies	of	Whiteness.	Despite	the	
limitations	of	Marcuse’s	conception	of	one‐dimensionality,	I	maintain	that	it	should	not	
simply	be	abandoned.	The	theory	of	one‐dimensionality	offered	a	significant	tool	for	
theorizing	the	affluent	societies	of	the	developed	West,	identifying	such	important	mass	
phenomena	as	consumerism,	conformism,	and	the	wedding	of	positivistic	science	to	“total	
administration.”	If	the	concept	of	one‐dimensional	society	is	to	be	updated	as	part	of	a	
critique	of	neoliberalism,	as	I	argue	it	should,	then	it	must	be	revised	so	that	these	
phenomena	is	situated	and	understood	in	light	of	the	ongoing	histories	of	domestic	racial	
antagonism	and	neocolonialism,	with	all	the	struggle,	brutality,	and	suffering	these	carry	in	
their	wake.	
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Noel	Adams	‐	Marquette	University	
noel.adams@marquette.edu	
	
Higher	Education	in	the	Affluent	Society:	Student	Debt,	Academic	Professionalism,	and	New	
Forms	of	Mutilating	Servitude	
	
Marcuse’s	1967	lecture,	“Liberation	from	the	Affluent	Society,”	is	still	timely	for	students	
and	academics	alike.		His	assessment	of	affluent,	advanced	industrial	society,	structured	to	
concentrate	economic	and	political	power	in	the	hands	of	a	few	by	means	of	a	system	of	
servitude,	rings	all‐too‐true.		Students	today	enroll	in	college	with	heavy	resignation	to	
seek	training	for	lives	of	professional	corporate	servitude	so	as	to	pay	off	the	crippling	debt	
necessary	to	earn	a	college	degree.		Whereas	Marcuse	envisioned	the	intelligentsia	as	
playing	a	decisive	preparatory	function	for	the	emergence	of	a	free	society,	and	as	
therapeutically	combating	the	mutilating	tendencies	of	capitalism,	today’s	academic	
professionals	are	hard	to	distinguish	from	their	corporate	counterparts,	given	how	
neoliberal	policies	have	transformed	institutions	of	higher	education	into	business‐driven	
entities.		Still,	the	need	to	“confront	indoctrination	in	servitude	with	indoctrination	in	
freedom”	remains.		This	paper	examines	these	issues	fifty	years	later.	
	
Pamela	Anderson	‐	University	of	South	Florida	
pkander2@usf.edu	
	
The	Happy	Consciousness	of	Snacking:	A	Marcusean	Perspective	on	the	Snack	Food	Industry	
			
Food	production	companies	have	hijacked	the	vital	need	of	nourishment	through	the	
creation	of	a	snacking	culture	in	the	United	States	creating	a	false	need	for	mass	produced	
snack	food	items	that	enslaves	consumers	to	the	corporate	food	system.	This	research	will	
first	demonstrate	that	snacking	has	dramatically	increased	in	the	last	four	decades	and	
then	demonstrate	how	food	production	companies	have	been	responsible	for	this	major	
shift	in	eating	behavior	by	consumers	through	the	use	of	advertising,	pouring	rights,	and	
chemical	manipulation	of	processed	foods.	Food	companies	have	actively	engaged	in	the	
agenda	to	change	food	consumption	behaviors	towards	snacking	in	order	to	grow	their	
market	share	and	increase	profits	despite	the	known	risks	to	the	health	of	consumers	of	
consuming	processed	snack	foods.	These	practices	of	the	corporate	food	system	lead	to	a	
“happy	consciousness”	that	prevents	the	consumer	from	desiring	liberation	and	a	return	to	
whole	foods.	
	
Deborah	Christina	Antunes	‐	Universidade	Federal	do	Ceará	
deborahantunes@gmail.com	
	
Notes	for	thinking	the	Dialectics	of	Cultural	Industry	and	Liberation	in	the	Digital	Age	
	
This	paper	aims	to	think	about	the	concept	of	Cultural	Industry	in	the	present	time,	and	has	
as	its	motto	the	emergence	of	digital	technologies,	the	Internet	and	virtual	social	
networks.	From	the	idea	of	Cultural	Industry	as	a	system,	as	characterized	by	Adorno	and	
Horkheimer	in	Dialectic	of	Enlightenment,	we	defend	the	hypothesis	that,	far	from	
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becoming	obsolete,	this	concept	must	be	actualized	from	the	amplification	of	its	system	
within	the	scientific	and	technical	domination	logic	in	capitalism.	New	communication	
technologies	appear	in	this	way	as	new	extensions	of	the	system	akin	to	the	most	advanced	
techniques	available,	within	a	process	of	radicalization	of	the	administration	of	
society.	Despite	the	appearance	of	making	advances	in	democratic	participation	in	the	
public	sphere	possible,	recognizing	it	as	Cultural	Industry	helps	us	to	realize	a	radical	
critique,	from	which	we	can	glimpse	possibilities	of	overcoming	capitalist	society,	by	
revealing	its	ideological	aspects	of	production	and	reproduction	of	itself.	
	
Sedef	Arat‐Koç	–	Ryerson	University	
saratkoc@politics.ryerson.ca			
	
Class,	“Culture”	and	Geopolitics	in	the	New	Populism	in	
Turkey”:	From	“Passive	Revolution”	to	a	Turk - Roundtable on Neo-Fascism Globally 
	
Himani	Bannerji	–	York	University	
himanib@yorku.ca	
	
Fascism	and	Ideology	–	Roundtable	on	Neo‐Fascism	Globally	
 
Julian von Bargen - York University 
jvbargen@yorku.ca 
 
Free Speech and the Left 
 
Free	speech,	now	often	dismissively	labelled	as	a	“bourgeois	freedom”,	was	once	part	of	a	
package	of	rights	and	freedoms	designed	to	undermine	the	ruling	class	and	established	
religion.	This	radical	potential	was	lost,	however,	argues	Marcuse	in	his	essay	on	repressive	
tolerance,	and	instead	free	speech	has	become	a	tool	for	maintaining	existing	power	
structures	and	subverting	opposition	movements.	This	paper	seeks	to	unearth	the	history	
of	left	thought	on	the	value,	role,	and	limitations	of	free	speech,	drawing	on	the	work	of	
Marx,	Luxembourg,	Marcuse,	and	Chomsky,	to	shed	light	on	the	re‐emergence	of	free	
speech	wars	ongoing,	especially	since	the	election	of	Donald	Trump.	While	it	might	be	that	
“bourgeois”	conceptions	of	freedom,	which	tend	to	define	free	speech	as	a	negative	
freedom	are	insufficient,	to	abandon	free	speech	at	a	time	when	an	authoritarian	right	is	
gaining	traction	around	the	world	and	dissent	is	as	important	as	ever,	is	short	sighted.	In	
contrast	to	free	speech	as	a	negative	freedom,	this	paper	develops	the	idea	of	free	speech	as	
a	positive	freedom	realized	through	the	state	which	attempts	to	ensure	democratic	bodies	
are	capable	of	rational	decision‐making	free	from	indoctrination,	manipulation,	and	
extraneous	authority.	
	
	
Charles	Battershill	‐	York	University	
cbatters@yorku.ca	
	
Neo‐Totalitarianism:	from	Marcuse	on	the	confluence	of	social	media	and	“big	data”	
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This	paper	will	examine	emergent	internet	technology	of	neo‐privatization	as	state	of‐the‐
art	Marcusean	Totalitarianism.	It	will	address	“big	data”	as	the	quantitative	technique	of	
monetizing	pattern	identification,	while	social	media	sites,	such	as	Facebook,	will	be	
considered	as	a	qualitative	technology,	a	user	self‐administered	“playbor”	(to	use	Fuchs’	
2016	term)	as	a	backdoor	strategy	permitting	the	generation	of	numeric	data	commodity	
form.	Marcuse’s	work	is	viewed	as	a	keen	anticipation	of	the	ultimate	effect	of	these	
human‐technological	interfaces.	The	key	concept	of	Marcuse	for	this	paper	is	
Totalitarianism.	Ever	more	rational	forms	would	be	constructed	under	the	efficiency	
imperatives	of	bureaucracy	and	corporation.	His	memorable	phrasing	of	exploitation	and	
domination	without	opposition,	as	a	prediction,	will	be	elaborated	on	in	this	paper.	
Secondarily,	his	Freudo‐Marxist	concept	of	“Repressive	De‐Sublimation”	will	guide	the	
examining	reported	experience	of	users	of	social	media.	Within	the	broader	set	of	
applicable	neo‐Marxist	concepts,	such	as	those	listed	by	Fuchs	and	Dyer‐Witheford	(2012)	
the	convergence	of	social	media	and	“big	data”	suggests	the	seeking	of	data	to	interpret	the	
applicability	of	commodity	and	commodification,	ideology,	commons,	the	mechanisms	of	
neo‐privitazation,	and	the	extraction	of	the	formerly	private,	of	individual	inner	being,	as	a	
data	point	or	set,	owned	and	marketed.	Reification	will	be	addressed	in	context	of	the	
Goffmanic	presentation	of	self	inherent	in	social	media	(van	Dijck,	2013).	Hence,	these	
technologies,	of	this	phase	of	the	industrial	revolution,	have,	indeed,	brought	about	a	
dominance	without	resistance	or	opposition.	It	is	in	fact,	a	domination	through	an	idealized	
celebration.		
	
Jérémie	Bédard‐Wien	–	Québec	Solidaire	
	
	Québec	Students	Strike	for	Free	Higher	Education	–	Book	panel	on	One‐Dimensional	Man	
50	Years	On:	The	Struggle	Continues	(Fernwood,	2017).	
	
Shannon	Bell	‐York	University	
shanbell@yorku.ca	
	
Marcuse	and	Heidegger:	Observations	on	their	Concepts	of	Technology	
		
This	paper	examines	the	similarities	and	differences	in	early	and	middle	Marcuse	(1941	
and	1964)	and	late	Heidegger’s	(1949	and	1954)	concepts	of	technology.	The	texts	used	
include:	Marcuse,	“Some	Social	Implications	of	Modern	Technology”	(1941),	One‐
Dimensional	Man	(1964);	Heidegger,	Bremen	Lectures	(1949),	“The	Question	Concerning	
Technology”	(1954).	The	concepts	informing	the	examination	are	technics,	technological	
rationality,	enframing,	poiesis,	standing	reserve,	revealing,	critical	reflection.	The	primary	
distinction	between	Marcuse	and	Heidegger’s	understandings	of	technology	lies	in	
Marcuse’s	use	of	Marx’s	concepts	of	labor,	means	of	production	and	mode	of	production	to	
situate	the	problems	identified	by	Heidegger.		This	makes	Marcuse’s	view	on	technology	
both	very	near	to	and	far	from	that	of	Heidegger’s.	
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Mauro	Buchheri	–	York	University	
buccheri@yorku.ca	
	
Plenary	panel	
	
Silvio	Ricardo	Gomes	Carneiro	‐	Federal	University	of	ABC	
silviocarneiro@gmail.com	
	
Marcuse	and	the	long	march	among	ruins	
	
This	paper	will	focus	on	Marcusean	considerations	on	Education	as	a	practice	of	liberation.	
Firstly,	it	will	remark	on	the	perspective	for	emancipation	through	institutions.	In	the	
lecture	on	higher	education	and	politics	in	Berkeley,	Marcuse	says:	“We	don’t	want	to	
destroy	the	established	institutions	of	learning	but	we	want	to	rebuild	them.	Not	deschool	
society,	but	reschool	it.”	Here,	it	is	possible	to	conclude	that	Marcuse	follows	the	strategy	of	
re‐think	public	institutions	in	an	emancipatory	way.	In	fact,	institutions	of	learning	play	a	
dual	role.	On	one	hand,	schools	and	universities	share	the	repressive	role	for	the	social	
adaptation	of	the	individuals	to	the	status	quo.	On	the	other	hand,	Marcuse	recognizes	how	
such	institutions	can	be	emancipatory	as	demonstrated	in	the	Enlightenment	movement.	
Then,	Education	is	a	dialectical	social	sphere	that	serves	conservative	as	well	as	
revolutionary	movements.	Marcuse	sends	a	message	to	the	student	movements	and	the	
attacks	against	any	kind	of	intellectual	perspective.	He	invites	them	to	think	about	Rudi	
Dutschke´s	strategy	of	the	“long	march	through	institutions”,	despite	Ivan	Illitch´s	strategy	
of	the	“long	march	against	institutions”.	Re‐school	society	versus	De‐school	it.	However,	
from	the	perspective	of	the	recent	Reforms	on	Education,	what	does	this	Marcusean	long	
march	really	mean?	What	kind	of	institutions	are	we	talking	about?	Maybe	we	can	consider	
this	long	march	from	the	perspective	of	the	“Mafiaization”	of	the	society,	as	he	describes	
some	years	later	in	the	Paris	Lecture.	Who	are	the	managers	of	the	educational	
institutions?	What	kind	of	rationality	is	preserved	by	the	terms	of	“human	capital”?	From	
the	critical	perspective	against	neoliberalism	reforms,	we	can	ask	“how	long	is	the	long	
run?”,	as	Marcuse	did.	However,	we	need	ask	“where	we	are	really	marching:	through	
institutions	or	among	the	ruins?”		
	
Keynote	Panel	–	Critical	Theory	in	the	Americas	
	
Maria	Clara	Cescato	‐	Universidade	Federal	da	Paraiba	
klcescato@gmail.com	
	
Marcuse:	Critical	Theory,	Technology	and	the	Possibility	of	Historical	Transformation		
	
In	his	One‐Dimensional	Man,	Marcuse	states	that	the	truth	value	of	metaphysical	
propositions	expressing	value	judgments	in	critical	theory	should	be	connected	to	
historical	conditions	as	a	requirement	for	their	verification.	Such	verification	requires	that	
these	propositions	be	limited	to	what	he	refers	to	as	the	«universe	of	possible	experience».	
In	this	universe,	categories	such	as	«reality»	and	«possibility»	operate	in	guiding	the	
analysis	and	guaranteeing	the	historical	objectivity	of	critical	theory’s	approach	to	social	



	 6

and	historical	phenomena.	This	paper	examines	the	tension	between	the	concepts	of	«real»	
and	«possible»	in	Marcuse’s	theory	of	history	and	how	it	allows	him	to	redefine	Kant’s	
concept	of	«possible	experience».	This	redefinition	should	allow	critical	theory	to	evaluate	
the	claims	to	legitimacy	of	its	judgments	and	theses	relative	to	what	Marcuse	terms	as	the	
«historical	transformation	of	nature»	by	technological	society,	the	main	subject	of	his	One‐
Dimensional	Man.	
	
Sergio	Bedoya	Cortés	‐	Universidad	de	los	Andes	
serbeco93@gmail.com	
	
Art,	cultural	industries	and	emancipation	in	Marx	and	the	Frankfurt	School	
	
The	following	paper	seeks	to	expose	under	what	precepts	the	relationship	between	art	and	
emancipation	can	be	given	meaning	within	the	framework	of	Marxian	theory.	Here,	I	would	
like	to	present	a	critique	of	Marx's	passivity	in	relation	to	the	emancipatory	potential	which	
the	aesthetic	dimension	and	even	artists	have.	Also,	here	the	spectator	can	see	how	
Marcuse's	and	Adorno's	theories	seem	to	differ	at	first,	but	both	of	them	see	the	aesthetic	
dimension	as	a	form	of	increased	freedom	and	subjectivity.	The	discussion	with	Soviet	and	
Orthodox	Marxism	is	always	latent	here,	but	this	will	not	be	an	impediment	to	address	the	
role	of	the	aesthetic	dimension,	the	artist	and	any	creator	in	today's	neoliberalism.	
	
Joshua	Cutts	‐	Temple	University	
joshua.cutts@temple.edu	
	
Herbert	Marcuse	and	False	Needs	
	
Herbert	Marcuse’s	claim	that	people	may	have	superimposed	“false	needs”	(vs.	authentic	
“true	needs”)	has	been	criticized	by	a	number	of	commentators.	These	critics	argue	that	if	
all	human	needs	are	sociohistorically	conditioned,	as	Marcuse	believes,	that	effectively	
means	that	all	needs	are	superimposed	on	us,	and	are	thus,	“false.”	I	defend	Marcuse’s	
distinction	by	drawing	attention	to	his	expressed	definition	of	false	needs	as	those	which	
perpetuate	harm	upon	satisfaction.	Marcuse’s	distinction	between	true	and	false	needs	is	
not	a	reiteration	of	the	distinction	between	needs	and	wants,	as	his	critics	claim,	but	is	
rather	a	recognition	that	in	our	society,	we	are	forced	to	need	things	that	ultimately	do	not	
lead	to	our	individual	(or	collective)	benefit.		
	
Rodney	Doody	‐	York	University	
rodneyd@yorku.ca	
	
Society	as	Poetic	Dwelling?		
	
At	The	Dialectics	of	Liberation	Congress,	Marcuse	voiced	his	hope	for	“society	as	a	work	of	
art.”	Life	under	capitalism	had	become	“comfortable”	and	“smooth,”	and	its	one‐
dimensional	language	was	unable	to	see	through	the	falseness.	Only	art,	in	its	estrangement	
from	existing	reality,	held	the	capacity	to	communicate	an	experience	radically	opposed	to	
what	prevailed.	Whereas	Heidegger	thought	“fallenness”	into	the	public	world	always	tends	
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toward	a	comfortable,	“tranquillizing”	state,	like	Marcuse	he	understood	this	to	be	
intensified	under	the	essential	sway	of	technology.	Heidegger,	too,	sought	the	saving	power	
in	art,	namely	poetry,	and	a	kind	of	solitary	withdrawal.	This	paper	considers	their	
respective	understandings	of	technology	and	art	with	this	guiding	question:	What	led	
Heidegger	to	think	only	‘the	few	and	the	rare”	could	heed	the	call	and	prepare	the	poetic	
overcoming	of	nihilism,	while	Marcuse	kept	watch	for	the	emergence	of	a	more	widespread	
“new	sensibility”?		
	
Plenary	panel	
	
Alexander	Neupert‐Doppler	‐	Socialist	Youth,	Germany	
alexander.neupert@uni‐osnabrueck.de	
	
The	Utopian	[…]	–	a	categorical	imperative”:	Herbert	Marcuse	and	the	Critical	Theory	of	
Utopia	
	
Times	of	multiple	global	crisis	don't	seem	to	be	the	best	time	for	utopian	thought.	Climate	
Change,	Terrorism,	Flight,	Poverty	and	the	Rise	of	a	New	Right	determine	more	the	picture	
of	a	dark	future	than	hope	for	liberation.	From	Marcuse	we	have	to	learn	that	there	will	be	
no	liberation	without	it's	anticipation.	In	July	1967	he	said	about	the	dialectic	between	the	
reproduction	and	overcoming	of	the	old	society:	“We	have	to	be	free	from	in	order	to	create	
a	free	society.”	Without	utopian	thought	no	liberation,	because	liberation	“is	identical	with	
the	transition	from	capitalism	to	socialism,	if	socialism	is	defined	in	its	most	Utopian	terms”	
(Marcuse	1967:	Liberation	from	the	Affluent	Society,	emphasis	added).	Marcuse	doesn't	
use	the	term	utopia	coherently.	In	June	1967	he	spoke	in	Berlin	about	'The	end	of	utopia'	
(as	utopia),	in	July	1967	in	London	he	talked	about	an	'aesthetic	reality'	as	“the	most	
Utopian,	the	most	radical	possibility	of	liberation	today”	(ibid).	The	title	of	my	paper	is	
taken	from	Marcuse’s	posthumously	published	'Cultural	Revolution'	1970.	In	my	
contribution	I	want	to	consider	the	question	of	how	it	is	possible	to	develop	a	functional	
understanding	of	utopia,	different	from	the	classical	definitions	as	a	literary	genre	or	
intentional	communities,	to	create	a	definition	which	is	applicable	for	research	on	the	
utopian	content	of	contemporary	social	movements	and	struggles	for	liberation.	
	
Lisa	Doppler	‐	Justus‐Liebig	Universitat	GieBen	
Lisa.Doppler@gsc.uni‐giessen.de	
	
“These	are	our	Prophets”:	Discussing	the	Dialectics	of	Liberation	with	Refugee	Activists		
	
Refugees	in	Germany	living	under	the	strict	asylum	regime	have	always	opposed	their	
oppression.	But	since	2012	there	is	a	strong	and	loud	movement	of	Refugees	who	have	left	
the	so‐called	“lagers”	and	occupied	places	and	buildings	all	over	Germany,	demanding	right	
to	stay.		Among	them	are	organizers	and	intellectuals	who	often	have	been	politically	active	
in	their	home	countries	already,	some	being	Marxists.		Writing	about	Herbert	Marcuse’s	
theory	of	resistance	and	the	Refugee	Movement,	I	therefore	decided	not	just	to	apply	the	
theory	on	a	movement,	but	to	actually	discuss	Marcuse	in	the	movement.		For	my	PhD‐
project	I	summarized	Marcuse’s	writings	on	the	mechanisms	of	cohesion	of	Western	
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societies	and	his	comments	on	the	resistance	movements	of	his	time	–	then	bringing	them	
into	dialog	with	Refugee	activists.		What	about	the	topicality	of	Marcuse’s	writings	can	
present‐day	activists	connect?		What	has	changed	in	times	of	strengthened	neoliberalism	
and	what	is	the	interviewees	critique	of	Marcuse,	also	as	non‐westerners?	
	
Alejandra	Moreno	Durán	‐	Universidad	Autónoma	de	Querétaro	
	
Herbert	Marcuse,	The	border	fandango	and	the	struggle	for	liberation	of	the	Latin	American	
peoples	in	resistance	
	
The	radicalism	of	his	thinking	served	the	Latin	American	movements	in	resistance	of	the	
late	twentieth	century	by	revealing	the	threat	of	a	new	global	movement	of	right‐wing	
extremists.	The	imperative	criticisms	made	by	the	author	to	non‐liberal	capitalism,	have	
allowed	us	to	carry	out	a	dialectical	exercise	around	the	new	forms	of	colonialism	and	the	
praxis	of	the	avant‐garde	movement	of	the	recovery	of	Son	Jarocho	in	Mexico,	a	community	
that	has	managed	to	resist	and	reach	a	certain	degree	of	reduction	in	the	levels	of	
domination	and	exploitation	that	capitalism	tries	to	perpetuate.	The	task	was	not	easy,	
Mexican	had	to	migrate,	mainly	to	the	center	of	the	country	and	to	its	northern	neighbor	
for	it.	Herbert	Marcuse,	without	even	imagining	it,	helped	the	Sotaventino	peoples	to	fight	
against	neoliberal	capitalism,	while	at	the	same	time,	as	a	vanguard,	this	movement	of	
minorities	assured	the	new	generations	of	the	left;	In	Marcuse's	own	words,	"other	
horizons	with	new	ideals	of	revolution,	all	aimed	at	the	mutation	of	a	civilizing	capitalist	
system	(...)	and	dehumanized.	
	
Jessica	Ellis	‐	Western	University	
jellis49@uwo.ca	 	 	 	
	
Structural	Impediments	to	Neo‐Liberation		
	
The	demands	of	the	reality	principle	are	inculcated	within	the	individual’s	psyche	through	
self‐repression,	but	are	also	evident	within	the	very	structures	of	society	that	organize	and	
direct	bodies;	fixed	objects	must	be	assented	to	and	thus	are	permanent	impediments	to	
any	full	freedom.	The	militarized	architecture	of	neoliberal	institutions	is	imbued	with	the	
organizing	principles	of	the	bourgeois	consciousness.	Individuals	who	encounter	such	
institutions	thus	internalize	the	requirements	of	hierarchy	over	time,	and	pass	submission	
to	these	on	to	future	generations.	The	reality	principle	of	the	institution	demands	
repression	by	taking	away	liberties	in	the	name	of	“civilizing”	the	individual.	The	call	for	
liberation,	I	argue,	implies	not	only	a	necessary	rejection	of	surplus‐repression	as	it	
manifests	within	the	psyche,	but	as	it	materializes	within	physical	structures.	I	wish	to	
augment	this	call	by	looking	to	examples	of	current	struggles—Indigenous,	environmental	
and	critical	disability	studies—that	specifically	focus	on	the	need	to	shut	down,	impede	or	
dismantle	physical	objects	of	neoliberal	reality.	Such	struggles	indicate	the	imperative	to	
free	individuals	not	merely	from	the	psychological	trappings	of	neoliberal	surplus	
repression,	but	its	physical	manifestations	as	well.		
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Peter	Erwin‐Jansen	–	Hochshule	Koblenz	
petererwinjansen@aol.com	
	
Plenary	panel	
	
Violence	and	Liberation	panel	
	
Arnold	Farr	–	University	of	Kentucky	
arnold.farr@uky.edu	
	
Plenary	Panel	
	
Great	Refusals/Radical	Philosophy	Review	panel	
	
Katharine	N.	Farrell	‐	Humboldt	University	
katharine.farrell@QUB.ac.uk	
	
In	defense	of	anti‐	anti‐humanism:	an	essay	concerned	with	the	power	of	love	
	
In	An	Essay	on	Liberation,	Marcuse	sifts	through	the	rubble	of	a	political	economy	of	death	
and	destruction,	searching	for	a	political	subject	capable	of	defending	humanity.		He	closes	
with	‘Solidarity,’	imagining	co‐operation	between	subjects	positioned	at	the	extremes	of	
technology	as	ideology:	euro‐descendent‐cosmology	scientists	and	what	Ariel	Salleh	
describes	as	the	meta‐industrial	subject,	who	stays	alive	without	relying	on	industrial	
technology.		Marcuse	is	cautiously	optimistic.		In	Counter‐Revolution	and	Revolt	he	
abandons	that	course.		Turning	to	the	authentic	artist	as	humanity’s	champion	he	falls	into	
a	trap	laid	for	Wittgenstein	in	One‐Dimensional	Man:	focusing	on	the	Art/Science	schism	of	
the	Romantic	Period	instead	of	a	Kantian	aesthetic.		The	artistic	aesthetic,	which	can	be	
fetishized,	is	insufficient	counterbalance	for	a	relativized	science	facing	Wicked	
Problems.		As	an	alternative	to	post‐truth	politics,	disneyficated	indigeneities	and	post‐
humanist	critical	theory,	this	essay	advocates	anti‐	anti‐humanism,	dedicated	to	
constructing	and	defending	sacred	beauty	and	love.	
 
Andrew Feenberg – Simon Fraser University 
feenberg@sfu.ca 
	
Keynote	Discussion	–	The	Dialectics	of	Liberation	
	
Great	Refusals/Radical	Philosophy	Review	panel	
 
Brandon	Fenton	‐	York	University	
fenton1@yorku.ca	
 
Liberation and Life-Systems 
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Early in his essay Liberation from the Affluent Society, Marcuse deliberately frames the project 
of liberation in moral terms; claiming that socialism ought to be, and that “it is, we may almost 
say, a biological, sociological and political necessity.” It is a biological necessity in the sense that 
it must “conform with the very logos of life…organically.” What I intend to explore are the ways 
in which this conception of the biological is at the same time imbedded within and dependent 
upon the ecological—a ‘logos of life’ that extends beyond merely human life. Liberation, in our 
present climate, requires not just a rupture with established society, but a simultaneous 
recognition of the deep interdependence of life-forms and living systems. As a philosopher and 
environmental justice organiser, I am deeply familiar with the impending destructiveness of 
anthropogenic climate change—a phenomenon that is already undermining essential features of 
once stable ecosystems to the detriment of the natural life and cycles of a multitude organisms. 
Neoliberal capitalism has resulted in a host of serious environmental issues that will require not 
only a revaluation of values, but a radical revisioning of our relationship to larger life-systems 
and a commitment to restorative collective action. 
	
Camila	Duarte	Ferreira	‐	Universidade	Federal	do	Ceará	
camila.duarte@virtual.ufc.br		
	
Ciro	Augusto	Mota	Matias	‐	Universidade	Federal	do	Ceará	
ciroaugusto1@hotmail.com		
	
Democracy	and	Total	Administration	–	Satisfaction	in	Restraining	Poltical	Liberation	in	
Herbert	Marcuse	
	
Democracy	is	an	assertion	of	liberal	bourgeois	values,	fundamental	factors	in	the	origin	of	
industrial	society,	then	essentially	critical,	surrender	to	the	higher	stage	of	that	same	
society,	so	that	in	their	realization	they	abandoned	their	traditional	content.	This	society	
requires	the	introjection	of	its	principles	and	values,	reducing	opposition	and	alternatives	
to	the	limits	of	the	status	quo.	The	technical‐scientific	and	economic	organization	of	the	
society	promotes	a	total	administration,	above	all	of	human	desires	and	its	needs	for	
control	and	satisfaction,	aiming	at	the	perpetuation	of	domination.	This	sublimated	
satisfaction	corresponds	to	the	satisfactions	of	the	superimposed	needs	of	individuals	for	
the	interests	of	maintaining	toil,	injustice	and	misery.	We	raise	Marcuse's	hypothesis	of	a	
qualitative	transformation	of	society,	that	is,	instinctive	liberation,	the	full	realization	of	
impulsive	desires,	biological	liberation,	and	political	insurgency	for	the	constitution	of	a	
principle	of	non‐repressive	reality,	for	progress	in	freedom	and	happiness.	
	
Samir	Gandesha	‐	Simon	Fraser	University	
gandesha@sfu.ca		
	
Repressive	Desublimation	and	the	‘Neo‐Liberal	Personality’	
	
Since	the	breaking	of	the	post‐World	War	II	consensus	in	the	so‐called	"advanced	
industrialized	world"	by	the	social	and	economic	forces	represented	by	Thatcher,	Reagan	
and	Mulroney	and	the	ensuing	hegemony	of	what	would	come	to	be	known	as	"neo‐liberal"	
policies	and	discourses,	much	attention	has	been	paid	to	the	manner	in	which	such	policies	
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produce	new	forms	of	political	subjectivity.	For	example,	according	to	Wendy	Brown	this	
entails	the	transformation	of	"homo	politicus"	into	"homo	oeconomicus"	or	for	Maurizio	
Lazzarato	it	leads	to	the	constitution	of	"indebted	man."	Important	and	insightful	as	these	
attempts	to	theorize	neo‐liberal	subjectivity	are,	they	do	so	without	a	sustained	
engagement	with	psychoanalysis	insofar	as	these	accounts	are	deeply	indebted	to	Michel	
Foucault	and	Deleuze	and	Guattari,	who	disavow	Freud's	negative	conception	of	power	as	
articulated	in	his	conception	of	"repression."	As	a	result,	these	approaches	cannot	fully	
account	for	the	affective,	aggressive	dimensions	that	increasingly	characterize	politics	in	
the	age	of	Trump,	Erdogan,	Sisi	and	Modi.	The	paper	will	therefore	ask	whether	a	re‐
reading	of	the	work	of	Herbert	Marcuse,	Eros	and	Civilization,	in	particular,	can	help	us	to	
avoid	the	problems	associated	with	the	Freudian	account	of	repression	while	at	the	same	
time	help	us	to	identify	the	profound	role	of	aggression,	domination	and	cruelty	in	
contemporary	politics.		
	
Christian	Garland	‐	Queen	Mary,	University	of	London	
christiangarland@hotmail.com	
	
Breaking	‘the	Objective	Order	of	Things’:	Critical	Theory	as	Contemporary	Critique	of	
Neoliberalism		
	
The	title	of	this	paper	takes	a	phrase	from	One‐Dimensional	Man	and	applies	that	to	the	
dominant	form	society	still	assumes	in	2017:	neoliberalism.	Now	facing	its	own	inchoate	
and	in	large	part	reactionary	backlash,	this	model	of	economy	and	indeed	society	maintains	
that	because	‘it	exists’	it	should	do,	and	is	‘all	there	is’	or	can	be.	Indeed,	in	spite	of	
protracted	crisis	‐	indefinite	and	ongoing	‐	globalized	neoliberalism	maintains	its	own	
hegemony	of	‘inevitability’:	the	one‐dimensionality	of	positivity	and	the	existent,	reworking	
their	crisis	as	‘exceptional’	and	questioning	and	contestation	of	this	harmonious	closure	
pointless	and	misguided.		By	contrast,	this	paper	aims	to	contribute	to	the	negative	project	
of	a	re‐booted	contemporary	version	of	Frankfurt	School‐infused	Critical	Theory	for	a	
contemporary	critique	of	neoliberalism.		
	
Great	Refusals/Radical	Philosophy	Review	panel	
	
Saby	Ghoshray	‐	Independent	Scholar		
sabyghoshray@sbcglobal.net	
	
Shreyoshi	Ghoshray	‐	Independent	Scholar	
Shreyoshi.Ghoshray@gmail.com 
	
Proposing	a	New	Emancipatory	Dialectics	against	Neoliberalism	by	Revisiting	Marcusean	
One‐Dimensionality	through	a	Mosaic	of	Post‐modern	Interpretation		
	
Deepening	domination	by	the	system	and	failure	to	interrogate	the	culture	of	cruelty	are	
some	of	the	manifestations	of	Neoliberalism’s	triumph	over	liberation	movements	in	
America.	By	injecting	one‐dimensional	thinking	through	various	narratives	and	
intermediaries,	neoliberalism	has	been	successful	in	manipulating	citizens	into	becoming	
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“consumers.”	As	our	collective	consciousness	is	forced	to	view	the	pandemic	of	loneliness	
as	a	needed	social	order,	we	must	challenge	the	conventional	constructs	of	democratic	
choice,	private/public	dichotomy	and	introspect	upon	the	capitalists’	success	in	hijacking	
individual	liberty.	To	that	end,	this	paper	seeks	to	illustrate	how	neoliberalism’s	success	
came	via	“total	domination”	of	the	post‐modern	man,	who	has	succumbed	to	the	
technology	mediation,	is	forced	to	operate	in	a	barrier‐less	continuity,	and	is	immunized	
from	the	asymmetry	of	thoughts.	Thus,	by	linking	Marcuse’s	notion	of	one‐dimensionality	
with	a	mosaic	of	post‐modern	interpretation	through	the	interrelated	constructs	of	
seduction	to	symmetry,	culture	of	fear	and	technological	domination,	we	want	to	
contribute	towards	a	much‐needed	emancipatory	dialectics	against	neoliberalism.	
	
Jay	Goulding	‐	York	University		
jay@yorku.ca	
	
Marcuse	and	Heidegger:	East	Asian	Dialogues	
	
After	graduating	from	Freiburg	in	1922	with	a	doctorate	focusing	on	history	and	aesthetics,	
Herbert	Marcuse	returns	to	explore	phenomenology	with	Heidegger	from	1928	to	1932	in	
an	attempt	to	generate	a	‘concrete	philosophy’	of	Dasein.	During	the	decade	of	1921	to	
1931	and	overlapping	Marcuse’s	engagement,	a	parade	of	key	Japanese	scholars	study	with	
Heidegger	or	are	engaged	in	the	Heidegger	circle,	notably	Baron	Kuki	Shuzo,	Watsuji	
Tetsuro	and	others,	enacting	the	‘Freiburg	pilgrimage’	as	it	was	known	in	Japan.	Karl	
Löwith,	a	close	student	of	Heidegger,	and	friend	of	Marcuse	participates	in	a	decade	of	
these	East‐West	encounters,	later	teaching	phenomenology	at	Tohoku	University	in	Japan	
(1936‐1941).	This	paper	recreates	an	imaginary	dialogue	amongst	these	scholars	which	
includes	Marcuse	at	the	most	pivotal	time	of	the	publication	of	Heidegger’s	Being	and	Time.	
Topics	include	Being,	time,	and	the	thing.	
	
Katerina	Graham	‐	Queen’s	University		
16kg28@queensu.ca	
	
Michael	(Mick)	Kunze	‐	York	University	
mkunze@yorku.ca	
	
After	the	Revolution:	Thoughts	on	Marcuse’s	Vision	for	a	Democracy	to	Come	
	
Most	scholarship	on	the	work	of	Herbert	Marcuse	has	focused	on	his	analysis	and	critique	
of	(historical	and	contemporary)	societies,	in	general,	and	the	ways	in	which	various	
sociopolitical	forces	foreclose	the	possibilities	of	qualitative	change.	Although	this	
scholarship	extracted	from	Marcuse’s	work	various	transformative	and	emancipatory	
strategies	for	resistance,	and	thereby	contributed	to	an	expansion	of	his	vision	for	radical,	
qualitative	change,	it	simultaneously	neglected	how	his	work	could	inform	a	democracy	to	
come.	Despite	Marcuse’s	rejection	of	blueprint	utopianism,	we	argue	that	his	critical	work	
offers	glances	into	what	he,	the	(self‐declared)	proponent	of	democracy,	sought	and	
defended	within	a	future	democratic	order.	Our	focus	will	be	on	contestation,	dissent,	and	
the	continuous	promotion	of	new	sensibilities	originating	from	within	the	
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emancipatory/emancipated	subjects	themselves,	and	how	these	subjects	are	central	to	a	
democracy	in	which	individuals	and	society	as	a	whole	not	only	avoid	the	deterioration	of	a	
political	system	into	servitude	and	totalitarianism,	but	in	which,	instead,	creativity	and	
freedom	are	fostered.	
	
Anthony	Graves	‐		Parsons	New	School	of	Social	Research/Camel	Collective	
anth.graves@gmail.com	
&	Carla	Herrera	Prats	–	Soma	Summer/Camel	Collective	
mail@carlaherreraprats.com	
	
The	work	comes	from	the	last	letters	exchanged	between	Marcuse	and	Adorno	in	their	
debates	over	the	student	movement	in	1969.	Below	is	a	brief	description	of	the	work	with	
links	to	the	video	and	to	the	museum	(MUAC)	where	the	video	is	now	showing	through	July	
2017.	We	also	published	a	book	with	commentary	on	the	letters	—	this	is	the	first	instance	
of	the	letters	being	translated	into	Spanish	that	we	are	aware	of.				
	
La	distancia	entre	Pontresina	y	Zermatt	es	la	misma	que	la	de	Zermatt	a	Pontresina	(The	
Distance	from	Pontresina	to	Zermatt	Is	the	Same	as	from	Zermatt	to	Pontresina)	is	a	two‐
channel	projected	video	and	sound	installation.	The	narrative	follows	two	blind	men	as	
they	navigate	downtown	Mexico	City	and	El	Bordo	de	Xochiaca	landfill.	The	two	read	the	
last	letters	exchanged	between	German	philosophers	Theodor	W.	Adorno	and	Herbert	
Marcuse	in	a	sound	studio	while	a	team	of	Foley	artists	(Gaviras)	work	to	add	sound	effects	
that	would	render	a	cinematic	verisimilitude	of	the	disparate	sites.	The	letters	debate	the	
revolutionary	potential	of	the	1968	student	movement.	In	this	exploded	view	of	
production,	the	work	traces	the	problems	of	radical	social	movements	and	troubles	
reductive	accounts	of	theory	and	practice,	the	digital	and	the	analog,	production	and	
product.	It	meditates	on	the	contingency	and	finitude	of	intellectual	thought	and	social	
movements.	
	
Matt	Guardino	‐	Providence	College	
mguardin@providence.edu	
	
Dean	Snyder	‐	Antioch	College	
dsnyder@antiochcollege.edu	
	
The	Capitalist	Advertising	and	Marketing	Complex:		Alienation	from	the	Age	of	Affluence	to	
the	Neoliberal	Era	
	
As	neoliberal	restructuring	has	decimated	US	social	and	regulatory	protections,	intensified	
consumerism	has	accompanied	rising	economic	inequality.	In	this	paper,	we	draw	on	
Marcusian	Critical	Theory	and	the	Monopoly	Capital	School	of	political	economy	to	propose	
a	new	framework	for	understanding	how	commercial	promotion	reinforces	the	
irrationalities	of	the	21st‐century	social	order.	Our	focus	is	the	range	of	corporate‐state	
institutions	involved	in	strengthening	the	political‐economic	and	cultural	influence	of	
advertising	and	marketing.	We	examine	how	this	Capitalist	Advertising	and	Marketing	
Complex	(CAMC)	has	emerged	during	the	neoliberal	period	as	a	formidable	support	
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mechanism	for	the	social	order	by	transforming	the	production	process	in	industries	like	
the	news	media,	internet	communications,	and	medical	care.	These	developments	have	
entailed	both	important	breaks	and	overlooked	continuities	with	the	“affluent	society”	
regime	of	the	last	century.	The	alienation	generated	by	hyper‐consumerism	suggests	that	
liberatory	political	movements	should	view	the	CAMC	as	a	key	target.	
 
Emre	Gürer	–	Villanova	University	
emre.gurer@villanova.edu	
 
Aesthetics of Negation and Liberation: A Marcusean Reading of Godard's Contempt 
 
This paper explores one of the subtle ways in which revolutionary politics and art are connected. 
It argues that art works, even in their seemingly apolitical forms, can entail an emancipatory 
politics, and Jean-Luc Godard’s 1963 film, Le Mépris (Contempt) is a prominent example. 
Although it is considered to be one of the least political Godard films, once viewed from the lens 
of Herbert Marcuse’s aesthetic theory, Le Mépris manifests a politics of revolutionary 
transformation. While, on the one hand, the film offers a profound critique of the petti-bourgeois 
French family and capitalist siege of film production; on the other hand, it prefigures an 
emancipated world of freedom and harmony. Taking these qualities together, Contempt reflects a 
dual revolutionary politics of negation (critique) and liberation (utopia) à la Marcuse, and 
models a radical potential for political art.  
 
Joel	Harden	–	Carleton	University	
joel.d.harden@gmail.com	
 
Refusing	the	Left	and	Palestinian	Solidarity	in	English‐Speaking	North	America	–	Book	panel	
on	One-Dimensional Man 50 Years On: The Struggle Continues (Fernwood, 2017). 
	
Keith	Haysom	‐	University	of	Ottawa	
khaysom@uottawa.ca	
	
The	Next	New	Left	Under	the	Neoliberal	Counter‐Revolution	
	
I	assess	the	relevance	for	the	Left	of	2017	of	Marcuse’s	sober‐minded	assessments	of	the	
New	Left	of	the	1970’s.		Much	of	his	writing	of	the	era	is	prescient	for	both	its	concrete	
assessment	of	the	limits	and	possibilities	of	radical	politics	in	hostile	times	and	its	capacity	
to	make	a	flexible	but	rigorous	use	of	Critical	Theory/Marxism.		It	is	in	the	spirit	of	the	
latter	that	I	propose	a	critical	assessment	of	the	value	of	the	former.		Central	issues	include:	
1)	his	argument	that	the	success	of	consumer	capitalism	in	“delivering	the	goods”	entails	
the	necessity	of	a	cultural	rather	than	material	form	of	political	contestation;	2)	his	
insistence	that	a	revolutionary	politics	will	require	the	catalyzing	of	the	working	class	by	
means	of	political	activism	amongst	minorities	and	youth.		I	argue	that	transformations	in	
the	nature	of	capitalism	since	the	1970’s	(i.e.	neoliberalism)	have	re‐constituted	the	
working	class	as	an	internal	intersection	of	multiple	class	struggles	that	already	include	
minorities	and	youth	alongside	the	“traditional”	working	class,	and	that	these	struggles	
have	become	ever‐more	pressing	as	material	struggles	for	survival.		Marcuse	both	points	
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the	way	towards	a	proper	understanding	of	the	present	moment,	and	requires	a	deep	
rethinking	of	many	of	the	assumptions	he	makes	vis‐à‐vis	“late”	capitalism,	crisis	and	
revolutionary	struggle.	
	
Jeremy	Hunsinger	‐	Wilfrid	Laurier	University	
jhuns@vt.edu	
	
One	dimensional	infrastructural	development:	the	challenges	of	government	surveillance	
policies	in	the	face	of	technologized	resistance.	
	
This	paper	argues	that	the	effects	of	extreme	governance	of	internet	infrastructures	
combined	with	their	increasing	invisibility	is	enabling	a	technological	arms	race	that	is	
outside	of	the	public	view.	The	increasing	surveillance	and	control	of	the	internet	has	
encouraged	a	significant	increase	in	development	of	darknet	systems.		These	systems	of	
resistance	that	operate	within	and	through	internet	systems	enabling	peoples	and	groups	
to	believe	they	are	operating	outside	of	regimes	of	control	of	surveillance	.		Specifically,	I	
argue	that	as	governments	seek	more	control	over	the	internet	infrastructures,	they	cause	
a	situation	where	they	will	have	less	control.		Darknets	are	securitized	internet	networks	
that	operate	either	over	existing	networks	through	encrypted	traffic	on	those	networks,	or	
increasingly	they	are	mixes	of	those	networks	and	either	planned	or	ad‐hoc	mesh	
networks.		Mesh	networks	are	computer	to	computer	networks	that	route	date	across,	
usually	from	computer	to	computer,	by	routing	it	through	the	computers	themselves.		
While	darknets	can	exist	within	the	commercial	internet,	and	their	traffic,	if	not	the	
contents	thereof,	can	be	governed	by	the	commercial	providers	and	the	governments	that	
regulate	them,	mesh	routing	bypasses	even	that	control	and	forces	a	different	strategy	to	
address	the	governance	of	content	and	its	distribution.		This	strategy	is	device	based	
monitoring,	but	even	that	might	be	bypassed	by	using	non‐standard	operating	
environments.	Thus	I	conclude	that	given	the	socio‐technical	parameters	of	future	network	
infrastructures	and	the	increasingly	rapid	development	of	darknet	technologies,	that	the	
governments	who	seek	to	regulate	and	control	content	on	the	internet	are	forced	into	
position	of	either	hypersurveillance	of	individual	devices	or	to	abdicate	monitoring	and	
content	provision	to	the	communities	themselves.	
	
Mikko	Immanen	‐	University	of	Helsinki	
mikko.immanen@helsinki.fi	
	
Why	Heidegger	rejected	Marcuse’s	early	Hegel	study?	The	Shadow	of	the	“Black	Notebooks”	
	
Herbert	Marcuse’s	first	meditations	on	dialectics	of	liberation	in	the	Weimar	Republic	
ended	badly	as	his	supervisor,	Martin	Heidegger,	rejected	his	thesis	on	Hegel.	In	hindsight,	
this	may	have	been	a	forgone	conclusion,	for	in	his	thesis	Marcuse	boldly	claimed	that	
Hegel	was	the	originator	of	the	problematic	of	“being	and	time.”	While	earlier	scholarship	
has	briefly	speculated	on	the	reasons	behind	Heidegger’s	decision,	the	paper	shows	that	we	
can	learn	a	great	deal	of	the	philosophical	and	extra‐philosophical	dimensions	of	the	issue	
by	examining	it	in	the	light	of	Heidegger’s	concurrent	quarrel	with	Edmund	Husserl	and	
Heidegger’s	recently	published	anti‐Semitic	“black	notebooks.”	In	the	latter	Heidegger	
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astoundingly	claimed	that	it	was	Husserl’s	Jewish	“race”	that	prevented	him	from	
appreciating	Heidegger’s	philosophy.	Taken	together	with	Heidegger’s	later	anti‐Semitic	
and	anti‐Marxist	remarks	on	Marcuse,	the	“black	notebooks”	suggest	that	Heidegger’s	
decision	to	put	an	end	to	Marcuse’s	academic	career	was	shot	through	with	ideological	
motives.		
	
Shelly	Johnson	‐	Georgetown	College	
s_johnson@georgetowncollege.edu	
	
McLaren	and	Marcuse	on	Liberating	Spirituality	
	
In	his	Essay	on	Liberation,	Marcuse	argues	that	religion	is	too	often	complicit	in	promoting	
the	obscene,	one‐dimensional,	and	repressive	society.	While	religion	has	certainly	been	
complicit	in	these	problems,	historically	it	has	also	been	a	consistent	catalyst	for	liberating	
social	change	(e.g.	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.,	Gandhi,	and	Myles	Horton).	In	this	paper,	I	draw	
on	Marcuse’s	Essay	on	Liberation,	as	well	as	Eros	and	Civilization,	to	explain	his	specific	
criticism	of	religion	and	to	describe	his	New	Sensibility.	I	then	argue	that	Peter	McLaren	
suggests	in	his	article	“Critical	Spiritual	Pedagogy”	how	educators	can	cultivate	a	critical	
spiritual	pedagogy	that	fosters	a	New	Sensibility.	Lastly,	I	suggest	how	contemporary	(or	
recent)	activists	and	educators	such	as	Myles	Horton,	bell	hooks,	and	black	Buddhist	
minister,	Reverend	angel	Kyodo	Williams,	draw	on	spirituality	to	empower	their	work	for	
social	justice	and	liberation.	
	
Andrew	Jones	‐	York	University	
awjones@yorku.ca	
	
The	turn	from	neoliberalism	to	neo‐fascism	
	
The	theorists	of	the	Frankfurt	School,	such	as	Herbert	Marcuse	emigrated	from	Germany	
due	to	Fascism,	yet	the	Frankfurt	school	is	most	known	for	their	critical	scholarship	fixated	
on	the	problems	of	liberal‐capitalism	rather	than	Fascism.	The	rise	of	neo‐fascist	politics	
and	theory,	as	demonstrated	by	the	rise	of	right	wing	populism	within	the	United	Kingdom,	
the	United	States,	India,	Turkey	and	Russia	provides	new	insight	into	the	intellectual	
conditions	of	the	Frankfurt	School	during	the	rise	of	fascism.	This	presentation	will	explore	
how	fascism	was	addressed	by	critical	scholars	during	the	1930’s,	in	particular	addressing	
the	Aestheticization	of	Politics	under	Fascist	regimes	as	stressed	by	Water	Benjamin	and	
what	lessons	can	we	learn	from	the	Frankfurt	School	in	regards	to	Fascism.	
	
Imaculada	Kangussu	‐	Universidade	Federal	de	Ouro	Preto	
lekangussu@gmail.com	
	
Music,	Soul	and	Rhythm	for	Liberation	
		
The	persuasive	power	of	music	over	bodies	and	minds	was	emphasized	by	Marcuse	in	
Counter	Revolution	and	Revolt	and	in	An	Essay	on	Liberation.	The	capitalist	apparatus	
becomes	totalitarian	since	it	produces	identification	between	the	system	and	the	
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individuals	needs,	since	it	determines	values,	desires,	dreams,	fantasies,	and	aspirations:	
when	even	the	space	of	inner	freedom,	where	individuals	should	be	free	to	become	what	
they	want	to	be,	is	invaded.	To	go	beyond	this	frame,	and	to	move	people	with	us,	this	
paper	aims	at	stressing	the	political	and	educational	role	of	musical	experiences.	These	
experiences	of	inner	freedom	can,	potentially,	awake	a	new	consciousness	and	a	new	
sensibility	–	in	a	discreet	shift	that	involves	body,	mind	and	soul.		
	
Great	Refusals/Radical	Philosophy	Review	panel	
	
Keynote	panel	–	Critical	Theory	in	the	Americas	
	
Douglas	Kellner	–	University	of	California,	Los	Angeles	
kellner@ucla.edu	
	
Keynote	Panel	‐	The	Challenge	of	Neo‐Fascism,	Trump	and	the	Right	
	
Great	Refusals/Radical	Philosophy	Review	panel	
	
Kathy	Kiloh	–	OCAD	
	
Narcissism,	Love	and	Liberation	
	
In	“Opinion,	Delusion,	Society”	(1961),	T.W.	Adorno	argued	that	the	weakening	of	the	
subject	under	capitalism	produced	individuals	who	felt	too‐little	loved,	leading	to	a	
narcissistic	identification	with	irrational	opinion	–	whether	fascism	or	(as	he	wrote	
Marcuse	in	1969)	the	student	movement.	In	Eros	and	Civilization	(1955),	narcissism	holds	a	
different	value;	Marcuse	argues	there	that	the	self‐love	associated	with	primary	narcissism	
is	not	a	negative	attribute,	but	rather	the	bond	that	teaches	us	how	to	love	others.	In	first	
caring	for	myself,	I	learn	how	to	care	for	the	world.	This	paper	will	also	utilize	Julia	
Kristeva’s	recent	work	on	mothering,	which	argues	that	primary	narcissism	can	be	
sublimated	into	an	ethical	way	of	being	with	others.	I	argue	that	given	neo‐liberalism’s	
reliance	upon	narcissistic	identifications,	a	return	to	Marcuse’s	dialectical	emphasis	upon	
the	potential	for	liberation	within	existing	conditions	is	necessary,	but	that	it	is	also	
necessary	to	supplement	his	position	with	a	critical	investigation	of	the	psycho‐social	
mechanisms	at	play.		
 
A.T. Kingsmith - York University 
atking@yorku.ca 
 
No Eros and/in Civilization: The Emotional Economy of Social Repression  
 
In	Eros	and	Civilization,	Marcuse	argues	that	Freud’s	practice	of	overturning	‘conventional’	
metaphysics	through	psychoanalysis—which	methodically	substitutes	pleasure	and	
imagination	for	reason	and	logic—produces	a	‘theoretical’	practice	which,	through	its	
‘diagnostic’	methods	and	‘axiomatic’	structures,	still	profoundly	reflects	one‐dimensional	
conceptions	of	subjectivity.	By	bringing	Marcuse’s	critiques	of	Freud	into	conversation	with	
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20th	century	anti‐psychiatric	thought	(Reich,	1933;	Laing,	1960;	Guattari,	1989),	my	paper	
explores	the	ways	in	which	‘eros’	is	economically	managed	and	unevenly	distributed	
through	emotional	politics	of	social	repression.	Such	repression	is	inherent	in	the	current	
globalised‐emotional‐complex.	No	amount	of	technical	progress	has	been	able	to	alter	this	
arrangement;	indeed,	the	‘conquest’	of	nature	and	the	‘rationalization’	of	society	have	not	
eliminated,	and	are	in	many	ways	entirely	dependent,	on	humanity	working	in	mechanical	
and	unpleasurable	ways.	In	considering	that	emotional	repression	is	always	defended	by	
pointing	to	the	unfavorable	consequences	of	readily	available	satisfaction,	this	paper	asks:	
Who	is	entitled	to	eforce	the	‘objective’	standards	of	our	emotional	self‐restraints?	What	
are	the	economies	of	such	enforcements?	And	importantly,	how	does	the	left	organise	for	
social	transformation	when	we	are	living	(un)consciously	in	fear	of	such	transformations?	
	
Sarah	Lynn	Kleeb		‐	University	of	Toronto 
sarah.kleeb@mail.utoronto.ca	
	
Violence	and	liberation	panel	
	
Great Refusals/Radical Philosophy Review panel	
Peter	Kulchyski	‐	University	of	Manitoba	
peter.kulchyski@umanitoba.ca	
	
Liberation	equals	egalitarianism	plus	affluence:	reflections	on	indigenous	struggle	and	
critical	theory	
	
This	paper	will	work	from	Marcuse’s	reactions	to	the	work	of	Jean‐Paul	Sartre,	using	
Marcuse's	criticism	of	Sartre’s	early	work	and	appreciation	of	the	later	critique	as	a	
launching	point	to	discuss	the	relationship	between	totalization	and	totalitarianism	in	
twentieth	century	thought	and	practice.		Arendt’s	work	will	necessarily	be	drawn	into	this	
discussion.	The	paper	will	illustrate	the	indispensability	of	critical	theory	to	an	
understanding	of	and	engagement	with	contemporary	indigenous	politics,	while	offering	a	
general	theory	of	the	capitalist	state	informed	by	these	concepts.	
	
Keynote	panel	–	Critical	Theory	in	the	Americas	
	
Andrew	Lamas	‐	University	of	Pennsylvania	
atlamas@gmail.com	
	
The	Great	Refusal:	Refusing	One‐Dimensionality	Today	–	book	and	Radical	Philosophy	
Review	panel		
	
Authors	will	discuss	their	contributions	to	the	recently	published	book‐‐The	Great	Refusal:	
Herbert	Marcuse	and	Contemporary	Social	Movements	(Philadelphia:	Temple	University	
Press,	2017)‐‐and	the	two‐part	series	"Refusing	One‐Dimensionality"	featured	in	
the	Radical	Philosophy	Review	[Vol.	19,	no.	1	(2016)	and	Vol.	20,	no.	1	(2017)].		
	
Moderator	and	Discussant	‐	Seeing	Marcuse:	A	Graphic	(and	Seriously	Comical)	Presentatio	
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Lauren	Langman	–	Loyola	University	
llang944@aol.com	
 
The Rise, Fall and Phoenix of the American Empire: Erich Fromm Meets Alexis de Tocqueville 
	
As Marx pointed out, the means of production not only shaped social relations and ideologies, 
but that the very nature of individual actors was shaped by historical/material contexts. To this 
insight, Erich Fromm integrated the Freudian theory of character to develop a notion of 
historically determined “social character”, the most typical constellation of the conscious and 
unconscious aspects of character, desire/repression, undergirding thought and action. While 
Fromm applied this insight to the development of capitalism, that theory and method can well 
apply to nations. More specifically we can understand the rise and ascent to hegemonic power of 
the United States in terms of four dimensions, religion, violence, acquisitiveness and collective 
narcissism. But these very same qualities now lead to the demise of its hegemonic position. 
Nevertheless, these conditions are fostering a new “social character,” the Protean self disposed to 
democracy, equality, toleration and eco-socialism. 
 
Keynote Panel - The	Challenge	of	Neo‐Fascism,	Trump	and	the	Right	
	
Great Refusals/Radical Philosophy Review panel 
Robert Latham - York University 
rlatham1@yorku.ca 
 
Reconsidering Marcuse’s Dialectic of Hope and Despair Today 
 
It	is	fairly	well	known	(see	Douglas	Kellner’s	writings	for	example)	that	Marcuse	across	his	
career	vacillated	between:	a	sense	that	revolution	and	transformative	agency	to	end	or	
move	outside	and	beyond	capitalism	were	not	feasible;	and	an	anticipation	that	in	the	
interstices	of	one‐dimensional	society	(e.g.,	art,	counter‐culture)	refusals	and	alternatives	
might	emerge	and	develop.		A	dialectic	of	hope	and	despair	is	a	common	and	long‐standing	
viewpoint	on	the	Left	and	now	there	is	even	label	associated	with	some	aspects	of	it:	“Left‐
Wing	Melancholia.”		This	paper	will	reconsider	‐	against	the	background	of	contemporary	
forms	of	both	capitalism	and	the	negating	forms	of	anti‐capitalism	‐	the	analysis	and	logics	
that	underlay	Marcuse’s	alternation	between	pessimism	and	optimism.		It	will	explore	his	
understanding	of	capitalism	as	a	totality;	dialectics	and	negation;	what	counts	as	forces	of	
anti‐capitalism;	and	the	possibilities	and	limits	associated	with	alternatives,	especially	as	
they	may	scale	up	and	augment	to	undo	capitalism.		
	
William	Leiss	–	University	of	Ottawa	(eremitus)	
wleiss@uottawa.ca	
	
Marcuse’s	Brandeis	courses/Teaching	Marcuse		
	
Craig	Leonard	‐	NSCAD	University	
cleonard@nscad.ca	
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Polyphonic	Aesthetics	
	
Following	Marcuse’s	emphasis	on	artistic	defamiliarization	as	a	technique	that	endows	the	
aesthetic	dimension	with	indirect	political	potency,	this	paper	discusses	Marcuse’s	
reconnection	of	the	Aristotelian	concepts	of	techne	(skill)	with	phronesis	(practical	wisdom	
and	ethical	action)	in	order	to	reconnect	poiesis	(artistic	production)	and	praxis	(action,	
especially	in	a	socio‐political	context)	while	maintaining	the	uniqueness	of	an	aesthetic	
experience.		However,	Marcuse	refuses	Aristotle’s	central	poetic	effect	of	catharsis	as	art’s	
end	goal	to	endorse	counter‐catharsis	as	a	defining	element	of	his	ethico‐aesthtics.		Through	
these	conceptual	reconnections,	by	positioning	both	care	and	disruption	at	the	centre,	it	
will	be	shown	that	Marcuse’s	ethico‐aesthetics	profoundly	responds	to	Alexander	Gottlieb	
Baumgarten’s	damaging	separation	of	ethics	from	aesthetics.		The	concept	of	aesthetic	
experience	is	further	discussed	in	terms	of	recent	theories	of	vagueness	that	allow	a	move	
beyond	Marcuse’s	bivalent	dialectical	aesthetics	(i.e.	art	and	anti‐art)	to	include	a	
pluralistic,	indeterminate	and	multivalent	“excluded	middle”	that	challenges	the	factual	
existence	fortifying	a	hegemonic	neoliberal	world‐view.	
	
James	William	Lincoln	–	University	of	Kentucky	
james.lincoln@uky.edu	
	
A	New‐Sense	Ability:	Marcuse,	Feminist	Affect	Theory,	and	Buddhist	Moral	Psychology	
	
The	most	striking	part	of	Marcuse’s	liberation	philosophy,	in	my	assessment,	is	its	close	
conceptual	proximity	to	both	Feminist	affect	theory	and	Buddhist	moral	psychology.	The	
aim	of	the	following	paper	is	to	explore	the	possible	points	of	reinforcement	between	these	
theoretical	frameworks,	to	synthesis	those	insights	using	literature	on	affect’s	role	in	moral	
epistemology,	and	articulate	a	more	robust	notion	of	the	moral	epistemic	subject.	I	will	
then	argue	that	this	synthesis	yields	valuable	insights	into	understanding	Marcuse’s	call	for	
a	New	Sensibility	and	that	this	sensibility	requires	a	union	of	Marcuse’s	aesthetic	morality	
with	Buddhist	sensibilities	regarding	compassion	and	suffering	if	it	is	to	stand	against	
oppressive	social	forces.	Ultimately,	I	will	argue	that	the	robust	picture	of	the	moral	
epistemic	subject	requires	an	aesthetic	sensitivity	for	compassionate	kinship	and	that	this	
gives	us	the	tools	with	which	to	develop	a	non‐ideal	moral	theory	(to	borrow	Charles	W.	
Mill’s	term)	that	adheres	to	the	moral	dimensions	of	liberation.	
	
Timothy	Luke	–	Virginia	Tech	University		
twluke@vt.edu	
	
Keynote	Panel	–	Critical	Theory	in	the	Americas	
	
Meg	Luxton	–	York	University	
mluxton@yorku.ca	
	
The	Multidimensional	Woman:	Rethinking	Marcuse	through	Social	Reproduction	–	Book	
panel	on	One-Dimensional Man 50 Years On: The Struggle Continues (Fernwood, 2017). 
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Wolfgang	Leo	Maar	‐	Federal	University	of	São	Carlos	
wmaar@ufscar.br	
	
The	Sociopolitical	Foundation	of	Social	Change	
	
Social	beings	individuate	themselves	only	in	society.		A	society	based	on	the	dependency	on	
capital	imposes	itself	in	the	individuation	process,	in	social	forms	of	thought	and	social	
organization,	as	exposed	in	One‐dimensional	Man.	Revolts	don’t	necessarily	generate	social	
changes	and	can	produce	counterrevolutions,	unless	they	arrive	with	new	social	forms	of	
society	that	anticipate,	in	individual	life’s	context,	socialization	with	libertarian	potential.	
“The	individual	liberation	must	incorporate	the	universal	in	the	particular	protest,	and	the	
images	and	the	values	of	a	future	free	society	must	appear	in	the	personal	relationships	
within	the	unfree	society”,	as	claimed	in	Counterrevolution	and	Revolt.		A	sociopolitical	
foundation	of	a	counterhegemonic	project	is	required	to	drive	bio‐political	formation	in	
today’s	neoliberal	individuation	to	a	transformation	context.		For	Marcuse,	new	
interactions	with	nature,	technology,	and	culture	create	practices	beyond	commodification	
for	workers	and	excluded,	in	the	real	of	a	rationality	intolerable	of	those	who	advocate	the	
subjection	to	market	society.	
	
	
Terry	Maley	–	York	University	
maley@yorku.ca	
	
Book	panel	‐	Authors	will	discuss	their	contributions	to	the	recently	published	collection	
One‐Dimensional	Man	50	Years	On:	The	Struggle	Continues	(Fernwood,	2017).	
	
Peter	Marcuse	–	Columbia	University	(emeritus)	
pm35@columbia.edu	
	
Great	Refusals/Radical	Philosophy	Review	panel	
	
Raan	Matalon	‐	York	University		
raan@yorku.ca	
	
Marcuse,	Heidegger	and	Hegel’s	Ontology	
	
In	1928,	Marcuse	participates	in	Heidegger’s	merging	of	two	traditions:	hermeneutics	and	
existential	phenomenology.	Marcuse	observes	Heidegger’s	analysis	of	Hegel’s	
phenomenology.	In	a	1931	postcard	to	Karl	Löwith,	Marcuse	introduces	his	own	project	on	
Hegel:	“Neither	does	this	work	contain	a	critical	discussion	of	Heidegger	nor	is	it	intended	
to	do	so.	Rather,	the	whole	is	a	necessary	preparation	for	articulating	the	fundamental	
nature	[die	Grundcharaktere]	of	historical	happening	[geschichtliches	Geschehen].”	In	1932,	
Marcuse	publishes	Hegel’s	Ontology	and	the	Theory	of	Historicity.	He	writes	in	the	
introduction:	“Any	contribution	this	work	may	make	to	the	development	and	clarification	
of	problems	is	indebted	to	the	philosophical	work	of	Martin	Heidegger.”	Strangely	enough,	
this	fascinating	work	by	Marcuse	might	not	have	been	read	by	Heidegger	or	even	
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submitted	for	evaluation.	Employing	Heidegger’s	1930‐1931	Freiburg	lecture	course	
“Hegel’s	Phenomenology	of	Spirit,”	this	paper	will	compare	Marcuse’s	views	of	Hegel	with	
those	of	Heidegger	at	that	time.	
	
Matthew	McManus	‐	York	University	
garion9@yorku.ca				
	
Law,	Technology	and	Difference		
	
The	presentation	is	intended	to	make	a	theoretical	contribution	to	the	field	of	socio‐legal	
studies.		I	will	be	developing	a	framework	through	which	to	analyze	how	law,	and	legal	
institutions,	reify	and	manage	the	production	of	social	differences.	Drawing	on	the	works	of	
Marcuse	and	Heidegger,	I	will	argue	that	neo‐liberal	law	operates	according	to	a	technical	
ideology	which	reifies	social	and	individual	differences.	From	the	standpoint	of	legal	
technocrats,	these	differentiations	reflect	actual	distinctions	across	the	body	politic.	To	put	
it	in	more	theoretical	language,	the	metaphysics	of	“thinghood”	paradoxically	leads	legal	
technocrats	to	engender	homogeneity	through	the	production	of	difference.	These	
differentiated	identities	are	taken	as	actually	existent	social	problems	for	law	to	manage	
through	the	application	of	techniques	of	disciple	and	regulation,	rather	than	a	production	
of	law’s	various	operations.	
	
David	McNally	–	York	University	
dmcnally@yorku.ca	
	
Keynote	Panel	‐	The	Challenge	of	Neo‐Fascism,	Trump	and	the	Right	
	
Rafael	Milward	‐	Universidade	Federal	de	Ouro	Preto	
rafael_milward@yahoo.com	
	
“Eco‐aesthetic”:	a	possibility	of	liberation	
	
In	the	essay	"Ecology	and	the	Critique	of	Modern	Society”,	Herbert	Marcuse	articulates	his	
conception	of	liberation	with	the	importance	of	ecology,	in	the	way	of	radical	challenge	of	
society.		In	“Ecology	and	Revolution”,	subjective	transformation	of	individuals	and	objective	
transformation	of	external	nature	are	some	points	that	Marcuse	presents,	considering	that	
these	transformations	can	be	seen	as	the	way	for	liberation.	The	instrumental	rationality	
has	produced	a	form	of	alienation,	has	produced	a	unidimensionality.	Nature	is	the	source	
and	place	of	impulse	of	life;	which	struggles	against	the	instincts	of	aggression	and	
destruction.	Humans	being	inner	nature	can	be	the	refuse	of	social	aggression	and	violence,	
it	can	be	the	refuse	of	instrumental	reason	and	the	opposition	of	capitalist	logic,	provided	
that	individuals	don’t	find	in	nature	a	repetition	of	their	own	society.	Perhaps,	create	a	new	
form	of	sensibility,	a	new	consciousness	for	expansion	of	beauty	and	happiness,	first	pass	
through	a	new	awareness	and	sensitivity	to	external	nature;	perhaps,	in	the	struggle	for	a	
more	beautiful,	happy,	non‐destructive	environment,	it	reinforces	the	impulses	of	
liberation.	Thus,	to	express	the	possibility	of	society	becoming	a	tool	of	construction	
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instead	of	destruction,	of	peace	instead	of	war,	through	a	new	relationship	with	nature	and	
a	new	sensibility	is	the	ultimate	purpose	of	this	paper.	
	
Ahsan	Moghul	‐	York	University	
moghulah@yorku.ca	
	
In	Search	of	a	Horizon:	Critical	Theory	and	the	Neoliberal	Present	
	
The	21st	century	has	seen	multiple	ruptures	against	the	status	quo;	the	Global	Financial	
Crisis,	the	Arab	Revolutions,	Occupy	Wall	Street,	and	Black	Lives	Matters	seemed	to	spell	the	
end	of	the	neoliberalism’s	“financialization	of	everything”	(Harvey	33).		However,	
neoliberalism	has	successfully	subdued	or	co‐opted	these	emancipatory	ruptures,	
displaying	a	disturbing	resilience	and	adaptability.		This	paper	argues	that	neoliberalism	is	
the	result	of	“man	without	memory”	(Marcuse	102),	where	“historical	amnesia	closes	off	an	
understanding	of	how	historical	factors	produced	the	current	historical	facts”	(Kellner	
259).		This	can	be	seen	not	only	in	the	forgetting	of	emancipatory	ruptures,	but	the	
eschewal	of	those	who	have	sought	to	mediate	on	it	potential.		By	placing	Marcuse	in	
conversation	with	Foucault,	Benjamin,	Fanon	and	Said	on	the	discourse	of	emancipation	
and	memory;	we	can	resurrect	forgotten	ruptures	of	the	60s	onwards	to	create	counter‐
narratives	of	“dangerous	insight”	(Marcuse	101).	
	
Shahrzad	Mojab - OISE/University	of	Toronto 
shahrzad.mojab@utoronto.ca	
	
Democracy/Dictatorship:	The	Politics	and	Pedagogy	of	Fascism	and	Anti‐Fascism	–	
Roundtable	on	Neo‐Fascism	Globally	
	
Ali	EL‐Mokadem	–	University	of	Windsor	
elmokad@gmail.com	
	
A	Biological	Foundation	for	Revolt	
	
In	his	book	“An	Essay	on	Liberation”,	Herbert	Marcuse	develops	what	he	refers	to	as	a	
“biological	foundation	for	ethics”.	The	biology	of	the	individual,	he	explains,	provides	the	
basis	upon	which	to	build	a	system	of	ethics	and	morality	“to	create	and	preserve	ever	
greater	unities	of	life”	(p.	10)		I	want	to	examine	how	this	biological	foundation	for	ethics,	
relates	to	the	issues	of	Black	Lives	Matter	(BLM).	Specifically,	BLM	begins	with	the	most	
basic	demand	and	that	is	the	biological	safety	of	black	bodies:	“Stop	killing	us”.	From	this	
basic	demand	for	biological	preservation,	the	movement	addresses	other	social	and	
political	demands.	Marcuse	himself	believes	that	the	ghetto	populations	in	the	United	
States	possess	the	potential	to	be	a	revolutionary	force	that	shakes	up	the	core	foundation	
of	Western	Capitalism,	and	the	BLM	movements	are	a	representation	of	that	force,	which	is	
why	they	are	met	with	such	vehement	resistance	from	both	liberals	and	conservatives.	The	
demands	of	BLM,	when	taken	seriously	(as	they	should	be)	mean	there	has	to	be	a	
complete	restructuring	of	the	system	of	production,	at	a	social/political	and	economic	level.	
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Matthieu	Mollec	‐	Sorbonne	University	
matthieu.moullec@hec.edu	
	
Marcuse,	Freud,	and	Contemporary	Hedonism	
	
Marcuse	central	thesis	in	Eros	and	Civilization	revolved	around	the	repression	that	
capitalism	entailed	in	our	passion,	thereby	making	Eros	and	Civilization	one	of	the	founding	
works	of	"freudo‐marxism".	However,	contemporary	modifications	of	capitalism,	such	as	
those	highlighted	by	Eve	Chiapello	and	Luc	Boltanski	in	Le	Nouvel	Esprit	du	Capitalism	are	
based	upon	hedonism	as	a	new	way	to	heighten	consumption	and	thus	to	legitimize	an	
unequal	system.	Nowadays,	pulsions	seem	to	be	able	to	exist	at	best	in	a	liberal	and	
capitalist	societies.	This	talk	will	focus	on	the	causes	of	this	transformation	from	repressive	
capitalism	to	hedonistic	capitalism,	drawing	from	Marcuse's	essay	Repressive	Tolerance.	We	
will	show	that	instincts	and	pulsions	have	become	in	themselves	a	commodity,	which	in	
turn	makes	the	body,	as	well	as	various	social	instincts	a	part	of	the	neoliberal	capitalist	
system.	However,	capitalism	proclaims	that	all	those	pulsions	can	be	satisfied	with	money,	
and	that	everyone	can	obtain	a	sufficient	amount	of	money.	This	dream,	leading	to	the	
current	startup	craze	and	entrepreneurial	frenzy,	has	everyone	running	after	an	imprecise	
ideal,	thereby	ignoring	the	unequal	setup	of	society.	By	believing	that	they	can	be	the	
elected	heroes	of	a	capitalist	society,	most	individuals	are	forgetting	the	basis	upon	which	
this	society	is	based.	This	fantasmatic	dream	expresses	itself	clearly	through	various	idols,	
from	Steve	Jobs	to	Elon	Musk,	made	up	heroes	that	serve	to	hide	the	inequalities	
underlying	society.		
	
Emily	Monaghan	‐	University	of	British	Columbia	
womeninphilosophyubc@gmail.com	
	
The	Dialectics	of	Civilization	
	
For	the	purpose	of	my	paper,	I	will	explore	the	topic	of	desire	within	the	environment	
which	we	call	“late	capitalism”.	Drawing	from	Herbert	Marcuse’s	Eros	and	Civilization,	I	am	
interested	in	the	synthesis	of	Freudian	theories	of	psychoanalysis	and	Marxist	materialist	
critique.	In	the	modern	environment,	the	repression	of	human	activities	(libidinal,	creative,	
rebellious)	outside	of	the	mode	of	production	is	required.	In	order	to	sustain	the	
assemblage	of	matter	and	bodies	that	is	produced	and	destroyed.	The	entropy	of	human	
activities,	the	lacuna	between	human	beings	and	their	environments	(social,	political,	
ecological)	and	the	intersubjective	relationships	between	ourselves	and	the	bodies	pulled	
together	by	time	and	place.	What	is	possible	for	the	proletariat	(or	the	modern	precariat,	
such	as	the	archetype	of	the	student	who	is	beholden	to	the	state)	in	the	realm	of	
heightened	surveillance,	mass	deception	of	media	conglomerates,	neoliberal	politics,	liquid	
capital	and	a	false	sense	of	communitarianism	(the	network	of	facebook	and	other	
perfidious	social	media	services).	I	am	interested	in	the	convergence	of	capital	and	affect,	
the	philosophy	of	technology	and	science,	advertising	and	psychoanalysis.	In	drawing	from	
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thinkers	like	Marcuse,	Adorno	and	Horkheimer	to	better	understand	the	new	forms/forces	
of	control	in	the	face	of	a	fascinating,	alluring	fascism.	As	human	freedom	is	a	living	project,	
we	must	commit	ourselves	to	understanding	the	accelerated	modes	of	destruction	but	also	
the	slow	violence	(often	unseen	by	us)	caused	by	our	attachments	to	objects.		
	
Joshua	Mousie	‐	Emory	University		
joshua.mousie@emory.edu	
&	Sarah	Surak		‐	Salisbury	University		
smsurak@salisbury.edu		
	
Infrastructure	and	Liberation:	A	Manifesto		
	
This	paper	seeks	to	create	a	theoretical	framework	for	interpreting	and	actualizing	the	
interrelationship	between	physical	space	and	liberation.	De	Kadt	(2014)	recognizes	that	a	
liberated	society	requires	remaking	both	our	social‐political	institutions	as	well	as	our	
physical	infrastructure.	Our	built	environment	as	it	stands	today	is	designed	as	a	physical	
system	of	domination	of	both	humans	and	the	natural	environment.	Transition	to	what	
Marcuse	describes	as	the	“realm	of	freedom”	will	begin	situated	within	this	space.	In	this	
paper,	we	use	Critical	Theory	broadly,	and	Marcuse’s	work	in	particular,	to	explore	how	we	
can	and	must	transform	from	a	concretized	system	of	oppression	to	one	predicated	upon	
human	emancipation.		
	
Nick	Mulé	‐	York	University	
nickmule@yorku.ca	
	
LGBTQ	Liberation:	Dialectical	Renderings	Then	and	Now	
	
Marcuse	and	other	critical	thinkers	posited	a	notion	of	liberation	that	had	a	direct	impact	
on	the	birth	and	burgeoning	gay	liberation	movement	of	the	late	1960s	early	‘70s.		The	gay	
liberation	movement	was	very	much	premised	on	socialist	philosophy	and	critical	thought	
and	directly	inspired	by	the	feminist,	black	and	peace	movements	of	the	time.		Since	then	
the	force	of	capitalism	and	neoliberalism	has	infiltrated	today’s	LGBT	movement	in	
insidious	ways	often	masked	as	human	rights	achievements	and	societal	progress.		Divides	
that	initially	imploded	the	gay	liberation	movement	persist	in	the	LGBTQ	movement	today,	
with	LGBTs	ascribing	to	assimilation	and	homonormativity	towards	acceptance	and	
respect	while	queers	are	committed	to	diversity	and	liberation	towards	social	
transformation	and	emancipation.		The	implications	of	the	former	buying	into	capitalistic	
and	neoliberal	values	negatively	impacts	the	latter’s	critical,	intersectional	liberationist	
vision	not	only	for	the	LGBTQ	movement,	but	all	of	society.				
 
Lina Nasr El Hag Ali - York University 
lhash@yorku.ca 
 
Post-Truth, the Trump Right, and Repressive Tolerance 
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Recent political discourse has seen the emergence and virtually immediate normalization of the 
‘Post-Truth’ or ‘Post-Fact’ discourse. The correlation between a Trump Regime in the United 
States, and the terminology’s ubiquitous deployment in emerging critiques of postmodernism is 
seemingly evident. The new president’s administration has notoriously eschewed criticism of 
their lack of general political understanding. President Trump’s counsel Kellyanne Conway has 
even provided specific terminology to this discussion —Alternative Facts. Critical publications 
have begun lamenting the loss of legitimate authority, that of ‘factual’ evidence based in 
‘scientific’ knowledge. Many are calling for a return to the philosophical insights of the 
Enlightenment. Putting aside the prominent critiques and debates readily available within 
Philosophy of Science, and Epistemological traditions, what proves more interesting is the 
location of ‘Post-Fact’/ ‘Post-Truth’ within a postmodern tradition rather than in a Liberal 
Pluralism unique to the founding of the United States. Drawing on Herbert Marcuse’s essay 
Repressive Tolerance (1965), the phenomenon of ‘Post-Truth’ or ‘Post-Fact’ will be examined 
by way of Liberal Pluralist Democracy, as exemplified in the American political system.  
	
Jeff	Nicholas	‐	Providence	College	
jefferynicholas@gmail.com	
	
The	Labor	of	Reproduction:	Midwifery,	Marcuse,	and	the	Dialectics	of	Birth	under	
Neoliberalism	
		
In	the	1974	Vincennes	Lectures	among	other	places,	Herbert	Marcuse	identifies	the	
subjective	and	objective	conditions	of	liberation	present	at	the	time.	Objective	conditions	
included	the	internal	contradictions	of	capitalism,	global	inequality,	a	growing	resistance	to	
capitalism,	unemployment,	and	increased	competition	between	capitalist	societies.	
Subjective	conditions	focus	on	the	consciousness	of	individuals	aimed	at	resistance.	
Marcuse	pointed	to	three	movements	in	which	one	could	find	a	consciousness	aimed	at	
liberation:	the	working	class,	student	movements,	and	women’s	liberation	movement.	I	
propose	to	examine	the	dialectics	of	liberation	in	the	practice	of	midwifery	in	the	US	and	
Canada.	I	say	dialectics	because	the	move	toward	greater	access	to	midwives	is	driven,	in	
the	US	by	the	middle	class	which	is	not	inclined	to	challenge	neoliberalism.	Yet,	midwives	
themselves	embody	a	challenge	to	a	system	of	patriarchy	and	commodity	fetishism	in	their	
work.	More	specifically,	midwives	challenge	the	reproduction	of	the	labor	force	by	
undermining	a	system	of	technocratic	control.	Looking	at	changes	in	Canada	will	help	
pinpoint	some	of	the	driving	forces	of	change	in	midwifery	in	comparison	to	the	US	to	
illuminate	the	key	points.	
	
Jeff	Noonan	‐	University	of	Windsor	
jnoonan@uwindsor.ca	
	
All	Play	and	No	Work?		The	Place	of	De‐Alienated	Labour	in	Marcuse’s	Emancipatory	Vision.	
	
In	a	little	known	address	to	the	1962	Berlin	Congress	of	the	B’nai	Brith,	Marcuse	argued	
that	Marx	underestimated	the	radical	implications	of	the	total	automation	of	society	that	he	
foresaw	(in	The	Grundrisse).	“Marx	himself	underrated	the	possibilities	of	the	new	society.		
Why?		Because	with		…	total		automation	the	distinction	would	be	surpassed	between	
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socially	necessary	work	and	individual	work,	between	alienated	and	non‐alienated	labour,	
and	perhaps	even	between	play	and	labour.”	(in	Crisis	and	Commonwealth,	2013,	p.	298).	
My	paper	will	examine	the	tension	(of	which	Marcuse	seems	to	be	aware,	but	does	not	
explore),	between	work	and	play.		My	contention	will	be	that	from	the	perspective	of	2017	
(where	we	are	much	closer,	but	of	course	not	nearly	there)	to	‘total	automation’	the	
importance	of	the	difference	between	work	and	play,	and	the	vital	importance	of	non‐
alienated	labour	to	human	freedom,	is	more	apparent	than	it	could	have	been	to	Marcuse.		
Marcuse’s	liberatory	vision	centres	on	the	release	of	the	human	capacities	to	create,	value	
beauty,	and	forge	solidarity	from	their	alienated	expressions.		Creation,	valuation,	and	
social	solidarity	are	all	forms,	I	will	argue,	of	non‐alienated	work	and	as	such	the	very	
substance	of	a	free	society.		While	play	is	important,	only	non‐alienated	work	is	rooted	in	
the	positive	necessity	of	a	calling,	a	vocation,	to	make	ourselves	real	for	others	in	ways	that	
are	valuable	and	valued	by	them,	i.e.,	of	making	our	lives	objectively	meaningful.		Objective	
meaning	is	the	ultimate	value	of	Marcuse’s	emancipatory	vision,	I	will	argue,	but	it	implies	
that	total	automation	ought	not	be	our	goal,	but	only	automation	of	work	that	cannot	be	de‐
alienated.	
	
Robespierre	de	Oliveira	‐	State	University	of	Maringá	
robes1107@gmail.com		
	
The	dialectics	of	liberation	today:	counterrevolution	and	resistance	
	
The	rise	of	the	Right	and	Extreme	Right	in	the	world	today,	trying	to	roll	back	the	rights	of	
the	workers,	LGBTQs,	Black	people,	women,	and	migrants,	can	be	considered	as	a	reaction	
to	demonstrations	for	liberation	since	the	2010	Occupy	Movement,	the	Arab	Spring,	Black	
Live	Matter,	women	against	rape,	and	other	social	movements	demanding	rights	and	
recognition.	Some	of	these	were	crushed	and	some	are	trying	to	resist	against	the	attacks	of	
neoliberalism.	Latin	American	countries	that	were	experiencing	new	social	policies,	like	
Brazil,	suffered	counter	coups	against	those	policies.	This	political	shift	has	increased	
poverty	and	social	injustice	in	the	last	few	years.	Neoliberalism’s	program	of	austerity	has	
even	affected	the	most	powerful	country	in	the	world.	US	President	Donald	Trump	is	
proposing	to	radically	cut	budgets	for	social	welfare	(i.e.	food	stamps	and	health	care)	
while	lowering	taxes	for	the	very	rich.	White	supremacists	in	the	US	feel	free	to	openly	
practice	their	racism,	sexism	and	xenophobia.	This	paper	will	deal	with	the	contradictions	
that	are	raising	now.	Marcuse	was	one	of	the	first	theorists	that	elaborated	on	the	dialectics	
between	liberation	and	counterrevolution.	In	his	1974	Paris	Lectures,	he	called	attention	
upon	what	world	is	becoming	if	the	left	parties	and	people	striving	for	social	justice	could	
not	stop	the	attacks	of	the	Right	and	far	right.	Today	a	better	life	is	still	at	risk	and	it	rests	
upon	those	who	are	still	resisting	for	their	lives	or	for	the	future	generations.	
	
Lindsay	N.	Plott	‐	Old	Dominion	University	
lplot001@odu.edu	
	
Art,	Aesthetics,	and	Black	Feminist	Resistance	in	the	Public	Sphere	
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In	a	1970	letter	to	former	student,	Angela	Davis,	Herbert	Marcuse	revealed	how	Davis’	
activism	and	scholarship	ultimately	led	him	to	reconsider	the	Sartrean	notion	of	freedom—
not	as	a	mere	abstraction,	but	as	a	real	and	embodied	practice	of	resistance	that	extends	
from	human	liberation.	In	this	paper,	I	draw	on	the	work	of	Marcuse,	Adorno,	and	Davis	as	
well	as	contemporary	Africana	existentialists	(extending	from	the	tradition	of	Sartre	and	
Fannon),	to	theorize	the	oppositional	stance	of	feminist,	anti‐racist	activism	and	
iconography	in	the	public	sphere.	I	focus	on	the	salient	imagery	of	Bree	Newsome,	Ieshia	
Evans,	and	(the	self	portraits	of)	Nona	Faustine	as	exemplars	of	Black	female	resistance	to	
neoliberal	policies	in	contemporary	American	culture.	I	argue	that	such	iconography	
(spearheaded	by	women	of	color),	its	transmission,	and	its	various	modalities,	inherently	
resists	the	collapse	and	desublimation	of	art	into	one‐dimensional	society.	
	
Simon	Pistor	‐	Goethe‐University	Frankfurt	am	Main/Technical	University	
Simon.Pistor@web.de	
	
The	new	sensibility	as	civil	disobedience	A	reflection	on	Marcuse’s	conceptions	of	true	needs	
and	liberation	
	
In	his	later	and	more	political	works,	like	“Essay	on	liberation”	(1967),	Herbert	Marcuse	
introduces	a	radical	conception	for	the	role	of	political	theory,	which	is	dialectically	relating	
to	political	and	social	praxis.	In	my	paper,	I	reconstruct	Marcuse’s	works	as	a	viable	source	
for	contemporary	theories	of	civil	disobedience.	Therefore,	it	will	infuse	the	current	
academical	debate	on	civil	disobedience	in	a	distinctive	Marcusean	fashion.	I	propose	a	
reading	of	Marcuse’s	dialectics	of	liberation	that	does	not	rely	on	metaphysical	conceptions	
(for	example	of	political	consciousness).	Rather,	we	should	understand	liberation	as	a	
political	and	social	means	to	an	end	of	conceiving	and	realizing	“true	human	needs”	–	a	
project	that	should	work	in	any	given	historical	situation	(such	as	late	capitalism	or	under	
conditions	of	neoliberalist	financial	capitalism).	
Civil	disobedience	is	closely	connected	to	the	Marcusean	conceptions	of	liberation,	needs,	
objective	possibilities	and	Marcuse’s	conception	of	a	new	nature	of	humankind.	From	a	
Marcusean	point	of	view,	Civil	disobedience	is	then	rendered	as	a	way	of	performing	
human	social	praxis	towards	achieving	the	possibility	of	human	life	beyond	aggression,	
domination	and	exploitation	of	human	work.	Civil	disobedience	is	then	a	doubled	act:	a)	a	
rejection	of	a	political	and	legal	order	through	which	a	liberation	is	achievable	and	b)	the	
performance	of	civil	disobedience	is	intrinsically	justified	as	a	form	of	liberation.	I	propose	
that	one	can	think	Marcuse’s	conception	in	both	ways.	
	
Dean	Ray	–	York	University	
york.deanray@gmail.com	
	
Subjectivity	between	Fromm	and	Marcuse:	The	1844	Manuscripts	in	Elite	Revolution(s)	
	
Erich	Fromm	and	Herbert	Marcuse	are	both	remembered	for	their	stunning	Freudian	
revisions	of	Marxist	theory.	Both	became	important	members	of	the	influential	Frankfurt	
School.	Marcuse	only	once	Fromm	had	been	fired	from	the	Institute	for	Social	Research.	
Both	took	an	interest	in	an	early	phenomenological	Marx	and	phenomenology	remained	
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important	to	their	analysis.	For	Marcuse	this	came	through	a	deep	engagement	with	the	
work	of	Heidegger—until	their	divorce	once	Heidegger’s	problematic	Nazi	beliefs	were	
revealed.	For	Fromm	this	came	through	the	work	of	moral	thinkers	like	Kierkegaard.	This	
paper	examines	Fromm	and	Marcuse’s	conceptualization	of	elite	subjectivity	and	its	
relationship	to	Marx’s	1844	manuscripts.	It	attempts	to	answer	these	questions:	Why	were	
these	manuscripts	important	in	their	projects?	How	does	this	help	explain	the	importance	
of	elites	in	their	respective	visions	for	revolution?	What	fit	is	their	between	the	work	of	
Marcuse	and	Fromm?	
	
Graeme	Reniers	–	York	University	
graemereniers@gmail.com	
	
Great	Refusals/Radical	Philosophy	Review	panel	
	
María	Estela	Navarro	Robles	‐	Universidad	Pedagógica	Nacional	
m.estela.navarro@gmail.com	
	
The	dialectic	of	decision	making:	a	critique	of	rational	choice	theory	from	Critical	Theory	
	
The	rational	choice	theory	has	been	developed	from	several	areas	of	knowledge,	in	
particular	from	Economy,	for	which	has	served	like	a	normative	point	of	view	to	establish	
the	logic	rules	to	perpetuate	the	system.	Taking	account	to	the	human	being	basically	as	a	
logical	and	uniform	being,	as	if	only	the	possibility	of	the	positively	determined	human	
being	existed.		
Marcuse	described	the	way	that	the	system	can	conserved	through	the	dialectic	theory	of	
the	society.	In	this	work	will	be	analyzed	decision‐making	from	a	negative	dialectic	point	of	
view	can	follow	that	the	positive	identity	of	the	human	being	is	broken	and	it	is	precisely	
since	the	no‐identity	that	emerges	in	each	moment,	the	possibility	that	human	being	can	be	
making	decisions	in	a	wide	sense,	not	only	to	reproduce	the	system,	but	to	recognize	
himself	no‐identical	to	the	society	in	which	he	lives	and	so	he	has	the	possibility	to	
transform	it.	
	
Aaron	Saad	‐	York	University	
aaronsaad@gmail.com	
	
Climate	Politics	in	the	One‐Dimensional	Society”	
	
A	narrow	set	of	insufficient,	market‐based	climate	policies	continues	to	characterize	
northern	governments’	(including	Canada’s)	response	to	the	most	serious	and	urgent	
ecological	threat	of	our	time.	This	situation	is	likely	to	persist	as	long	as	efforts	to	rapidly	
transition	away	from	fossil	fuels	remain	encased	in	a	rigid	institutional	framework	that	(a)	
operationalizes	climate	change	as	though	it	results	primarily	from	a	market	externality	and	
(b)	rejects	system‐transformative	approaches	that	provide	more	promising	avenues	to	
address	the	crisis.	Marcuse’s	analysis	of	the	one‐dimensional	society	provides	insight	into	
the	nature	of	this	problem,	particularly	in	a	time	of	neoliberalism‐‐as	well	as	a	potential	
way	out.	If	today’s	climate	justice	movement	can	free	the	climate	response	from	the	one‐	
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dimensional	society	and	tie	it	to	a	transcendent	political	project	in	line	with	the	sort	
Marcuse	outlined,	it	may	present	a	last,	best	chance	at	addressing	the	climate	crisis.	
	
Farzad	Shahinfard	‐	York	University	
fshahinf@gmail.com	
	
Regaining	the	Unhappy	Consciousness:	the	Dialectics	of	Freedom	in	J.	M.	Coetzee’s	Fiction	
	
In	his	seminal	work	One‐Dimensional	Man,	Hebert	Marcuse	criticizes	contemporary	art	and	
literature	for	flattening	out	the	Unhappy	Consciousness	of	art	into	the	one‐dimensional	
sphere	of	technological	rationality,	which	is	the	sphere	of	fatal	ignorance,	forgetfulness,	
complicity,	oppression,	consumerism,	and	entertainment.	This	art,	Marcuse	argues,	
repressively	de‐sublimates	our	existence,	desires,	and	hopes	into	the	technological	ratios	of	
which	it	is	a	part.	Marcuse’s	speculations	prove	pertinent	today	as	the	art	of	the	neoliberal	
era	subsides	to	and,	in	fact,	imitates	more	compulsively	the	aesthetics	of	empirical	reality.	
Yet	Marcuse	was	cognizant	of	the	fact	that	the	politics	of	liberation	is	impossible	without	
reconceiving	our	aesthetic	practices	and	our	aesthetic	engagement	with	the	world	at	large.	
In	the	same	spirit,	through	a	discussion	of	J.	M.	Coetzee’s	fiction,	I	will	argue	how	Coetzee	
regains	and	reconstitutes	the	Unhappy	Consciousness	of	art	in	his	aesthetic	practice,	and,	
thus,	challenges,	re‐conceives	and	reinvents	his	readers’	aesthetic	expectations	and	
sensibilities.	Coetzee	invents	narrators	whose	subject	position/subjectivity	can	be	read	as	
an	almost	perfect	instantiation	of	the	Hegelian	Unhappy	Consciousness.	As	the	“dual,”	“self‐
contradictory”	(Hegel,	Phenomenology	of	Spirit)	consciousness	of	mastery	and	slavery,	
these	narrators	are	compelled	to	address	the	question	of	freedom.	In	the	upcoming	
conference,	I	will	argue	that	Coetzee’s	strategy,	rather	than	being	an	aesthetic	recipe,	can	
be	adopted	creatively	to	challenge	the	aesthetic	norms	and	mores	of	the	neoliberal	era.			
	
Sam	Signorelli	‐	DePaul	University	
ssignorelli27@gmail.com 
	
Youth	and	the	Recovery	of	Play:	Eros	in	a	Time	of	Retreat	
	
In	the	time	since	the	publication	of	Marcuse’s	Eros	and	Civilization	and	the	brief	yet	
remarkable	countercultural	attempts	at	erotic	liberation	and	expression	which	followed	
thereafter,	many	insights	and	lessons	drawn	from	this	work	(and	play)	have	been	
forgotten.	Within	the	postmodern	nightmare	of	repression	and	disillusionment,	young	
people	today	find	themselves	consciously	trapped	yet	thoroughly	doubtful	of	the	
possibilities	for	liberation.	Among	the	more	arresting	effects	of	contemporary	repression	
and	the	reaction	it	engenders	among	the	disillusioned	is	unimaginative	disbelief	in	the	
potential	for	creating	an	alternative	principle	by	which	we	can	all	live.	I	will	discuss	the	
contemporary	challenges	faced	by	young	people	in	moving	beyond	complacent	
disillusionment	with	the	existing	Reality	Principle	and	toward	a	culture	of	actively	
liberated	Eros.	By	exploring	as	Marcuse	encourages	the	reconnection	with	our	pre‐
traumatic	selves,	younger	generations	can	reclaim	our	imaginative	potential	and	the	
reintegration	of	play	in	our	daily	lives.	Marcuse’s	analysis,	including	the	tension	in	his	work	
between	the	vision	of	transformation	in	Eros	and	Civilization	and	the	sense	of	
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disillusionment	in	One	Dimensional	Man,	can	in	the	process	serve	as	a	possible	guide	to	the	
recovery	of	eros	in	times	of	retreat.	
	
Jaqueline	Conception	Silva	‐	Pontifical	Catholic	University	of	São	Paulo	
jaquec@hotmail.com	
	
Bildung,	Individuation	and	Blackness	by	Angela	Davis	
	
In	the	last	five	decades,	the	researcher	and	American	Professor	Angela	Y.	Davis	has	been	
dedicated	to	think,	from	philosophy	and	social	criticism,	the	condition	of	the	black	
individual	in	modernity.	Themes	such	as	feminism,	individuation,	slavery,	prison	system,	
family,	sexuality,	gender	relations,	homosexuality,	Bildung,	are	at	the	center	of	her	analysis,	
with	the	backdrop	of	the	Black	Manand	the	relationship	of	race	and	class	in	industrial	
society:	between	whites	and	blacks,	between	different	strata	of	workers	and	of	them	with	
the	owners	of	the	means	of	production,	with	all	the	complexity	that	is	imposed	on	these	
relations	in	contemporary.	The	objective	of	this	papers	to	expose	some	parts	of	the	
thinking	of	the	author,	its	relationship	with	concepts	developed	by	Herbert	Marcuse,	
especially	those	of	his	masterpiece	One	Dimensional	Man,	with	regard	to	formulation	of	
categories	that	can	assist	in	the	analysis	of	black	condition	in	Brazilian	society.	Concepts	
such	as	reason,	freedom,	one‐dimensionality,	individuation,	technological	rationality	and	
blackness	are	analyzed	in	the	dialogue	between	the	two	authors.	The	results	indicate	that	
there	is	a	profound	dialogue	between	them,	particularly	regarding	to	relations	between	
social	analysis,	politics	and	philosophy.	
	
Maria	C.	D.	Simões	‐	Pontifícia	Universidade	Católica	de	São	Paulo	
macris.simoes@gmail.com	
	
Bildung,	Teacher	Training	and	Special	Education:	analyzing	Brazilian	Politics	of	Education	
	
This	research	dealt	with	teacher	training	for	the	basic	Brazilian	education,	based	on	the	
Critical	Theory	of	Society	to	analyze	syllabus,	plans	and	curricula	guides	from	selected	
courses.	Using,	as	background,	the	training	in	education	of	people	with	disabilities,	it	aimed	
to	collate	the	educational	projects	with	the	national	curricula	guides	to	identify	tendencies.	
It	was	not	possible	to	affirm	that	future	teachers	are	prepared	to	deal	with	the	students	and	
their	singularities,	whether	disabled	or	not.	There	was	a	tendency	that	pointed	to	the	
shortening	of	the	curricula;	a	fetishist	posture	towards	an	efficient	performance,	possibly	
aligned	to	the	impositions	of	the	Cultural	Industry,	indicating	they	might	have	other	
purposes	than	promoting	a	dignified	human	life,	although	is	constantly	proclaimed.	Yet	this	
contradiction	is	precisely	(at)	the	gap	opened	by	the	possibility	of	taking	seriously	what	is	
just	announced,	even	if	distorted	and	misrepresented,	in	those	documents.	
	
John	Simoulidis	‐	York	University	
sims@yorku.ca	 	 		
	
Marcuse’s Brandeis courses/Teaching Marcuse	
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Sarah	Surak		‐	Salisbury	University		
smsurak@salisbury.edu	
	
Plenary	panel	
	
AK	Thompson	–	Fordham	University	
akt@tranzform.ca	
	
Violence	and	liberation	panel	
	
Great	Refusals/Radical	Philosophy	Review	panel	
	
Nick	Thorkelson	‐	Political	Cartoonist	
	
Seeing	Marcuse:	A	Graphic	(and	Seriously	Comical)	Presentation		

For the sixth biennial conference of the International Herbert Marcuse Society, at Salisbury 
University, in 2015, we presented a session entitled “'Holy Critical Theory, Batman!' Marcuse is 
in the Comics,” in which our then newly launched project (with Paul Buhle) to develop a comic 
book on Herbert Marcuse was contextualized within the history of radical political comics. 
We discussed the rapid development since the 1980s of “pedagogical comics” as a praxis for 
reaching younger audiences and to develop a heretofore vernacular art into new frameworks, and 
we presented the full strip of comics entitled “The 50-Year-Old One-Dimensional Man” from 
our then recent project on Marcuse, published in Jewish Currents (2014) and in Dissent(2014). 

Since that time, we have secured a contract with City Lights to publish a graphic biography on 
the life, times, and ideas of Marcuse. For this conference at York University, we will be 
presenting several chapters on Marcuse's intellectual development along with other graphic 
material on Martin Heidegger and Hannah Arendt, the Frankfurt School, and Peter Marcuse as a 
young boy at a party -- whose guests included Lotte Lenya, Thomas Mann, Kurt Weill, Bertolt 
Brecht, Fritz Lang, Erich Maria Remarque, and many others -- at the Horkheimer's "fabulous" 
home in Pacific Palisades. 

We will seek ideas, perspectives, and other thoughts about the project from all those who attend 
this session. Have we made the right choices regarding the appropriate narrative and style for this 
book? What scenes, stories, and struggles best capture Marcuse's life and his influence as well as 
that of his milieu? From his dissertation on “The German Artist-Novel” to his final book, The 
Aesthetic Dimension, Marcuse theorized the artist’s mission in industrial society and the search 
for freedom. What significance does Marcuse’s own critical journey—bookended by two periods 
of revolutionary insurrection (1917 and 1968)—hold for us today? The framework is set for a 
lively discussion. 
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Candice	Travis	‐	University	of	Massachusetts,	Amherst	
ctravis@polsci.umass.edu	
	
Recovering	the	'Feeling	of	Existence':	Authenticity	in	Marcuse,	Macpherson,	and	Freire	
	
What	does	it	mean	to	talk	about	authenticity,	and	is	the	concept	itself	politically	salient?	
Engaging	with	Rousseau,	Herbert	Marcuse,	C.B.	Macpherson,	and	Paolo	Freire,	this	paper	
claims	that	authenticity,	derived	out	of	the	Rousseauian	conception	of	the	self,	is	tied	to	
knowing	thyself	and	being	thyself,	despite	the	trappings	of	an	increasingly	globalized	
liberal	society.	Moreover,	authenticity	is	a	useful	political	concept,	insofar	as	it	can	be	used	
to	level	a	critique	of	‘modern	market	society.’	At	the	same	time,	it	can	offer	some	positive	
normative	considerations	which	might	help	us	think	about	ways	to	‘recover’	oneself	in	a	
society	which	increasingly,	in	a	Marxist	vein,	alienates	us	from	both	ourselves	and	others.	
Ultimately,	modern	market	society	is	inauthentic	and	precludes	the	possibility	of	
authenticity;	to	some	degree	we	have	lost	ourselves,	insofar	as,	qua	Marcuse	and	
Macpherson,	our	human	needs	and	capacities	have	been	supplanted	by	the	materialist	
needs	of	modern	market	society.	Turning	to	Freire,	this	paper	offers	a	pedagogy	for	
authenticity,	aimed	at	a	kind	of	consciousness	raising	–	that	is,	recognition	and	
understanding	of	oneself,	of	one’s	situation	in	the	world,	and	of	one’s	ability	to	shape	the	
world	–	as	key	to	such	a	recovery.	
	
	
Joseph	Trullinger	‐	George	Washington	University	
trullinger@email.gwu.edu	
	
The	Eternal	Communion	of	Eros:	What	Can	Queer	Theology	Bring	to	Marcuse’s	Critique	of	the	
Ideology	of	Death?	
	
	In	this	paper	I	will	work	toward	a	synthesis	of	Marcuse’s	notion	of	Eros	with	recent	
developments	in	queer	theory.	Freud	lays	out	two	solutions	for	the	tension	inherent	in	life‐
forms,	and	accordingly	two	kinds	of	immortality:	oblivion	(sought	through	the	death	drive,	
Thanatos),	and	communion	(sought	through	the	pleasure	principle,	Eros).	Lee	Edelman’s	
classic	No	Future	embraces	the	death	drive	as	the	only	escape	from	heteronormativity,	
although	José	Esteban	Muñoz	utilizes	Marcuse’s	theory	to	show	how	Eros	enables	a	queer‐
friendly	futurity.	Yet	Muñoz	does	not	extend	this	erotic	communal	futurity	to	its	logical	
conclusion,	which	is	hinted	at	in	Marcuse’s	critique	of	the	ideology	of	death.	I	hope	to	pick	
up	neglected	strands	of	Marcuse’s	thoughts	about	immortality	and	integrate	them	with	the	
perspective	that	queer	theology	can	bring	to	bear	on	the	issue	of	the	afterlife,	as	found	in	
Andy	Buechel’s	2015	book,	That	We	Might	Become	God.	
	
Marcelo	Vieta	–	University	of	Toronto	
	
Great	Refusals/Radical	Philosophy	Review	panel	
	
Margath	Walker	‐	University	of	Louisville	
margath.walker@louisville.edu	
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Border	Fortification	as	Techno‐Cultural‐Rationality	
	
This	paper	explores	how	processes	of	border	fortification	operate	as	technological	
rationality,	Herbert	Marcuse’s	description	of	how	the	technological	apparatus	transforms	
what	is	considered	rational	in	a	society.	I	extend	his	theorization	through	the	notion	of	
‘techno‐cultural‐rationalities’	in	order	to	interrogate	the	hidden	substance	of	Mexico’s	
Southern	Border	Program	(PFS).		Techno‐cultural‐rationalities	refer	to	the	ways	that	
rationality	and	the	apparatus	of	technology,	defined	as	an	accumulation	of	practice,	actors,	
objects,	desires	and	discourses	are	mediated	by	and	through	particular	places.	These	places	
circumscribe	and	define	technological	uses.		I	argue	that	fortification	along	the	Mexico‐
Guatemala	border	is	enacted	within	the	idiomatic	and	material	function	of	informality	and	
transgression	and	de‐facto	frameworks	of	spatial	hierarchicalization.	The	pairing	of	
Marcuse	and	borders	suggests	that	the	conversion	of	soft,	permeable	spaces	into	hard	
formalized	crossings	is	part	of	a	larger	mode	of	organizing	and	perpetuating	spatial	
relationships	seeking	to	stifle	critical	rationality.	I	conclude	with	how	a	Marcusean	frame	
helps	to	resist	supra‐national	geopolitical	agendas.	
	
	
Susanne	Westerhoff‐Uprety	‐	University	of	Massachusetts,	Amherst	
swesterhoffu@polsci.umass.edu	
	
Democracy	of	Consumption:	Isolation	and	Alienation	in	Capitalist	Society	
	
This	paper	studies	consumerism	as	a	palliative	response	to	isolation	and	alienation	in	
American	society.	Drawing	from	Debord,	Benjamin,	and	Marcuse,	I	argue	that	people	resort	
to,	and	are	encouraged	to	resort	to,	consumerism	as	a	solution	to	the	social	and	political	
isolation	and	alienation	they	experience.	As	a	response	to	increasing	consumerism,	we	
have	seen	the	invention	of	the	Cuddling	Industry	and	the	Autonomous	Sensory	Meridian	
Response	(ASMR)	online	community,	which	I	argue	are	representative	of	a	new	kind	of	
consumption	that	is	post‐material.	On	a	broad	scale,	post‐material	consumption	is	
indicative	of	an	evolution	in	alienation	and	consumption,	an	evolution	marked	by:	the	
increasingly	quantified,	filtered,	segmented,	timed,	and	sterilized	ways	we	connect	with	
each	other;	the	ways	in	which	needless	consumption	have	become	the	focus	of	group	
activity;	the	failure	to	develop	the	social	connections	that	ground	awareness	of	ourselves	as	
part	of	larger	political	and	social	communities;	and	the	replacement	of	purposeful	political	
participation	with	symbolic	but	rarely	meaningful	acts	largely	stripped	of	any	significant	
communal	nature.	
	
	
W.	Thom	Workman	‐	University	of	New	Brunswick		
wworkman@unb.ca	
	
Marcuse	and	Loneliness	
This	paper	sifts	the	thought	of	Herbert	Marcuse	through	the	three	moments	of	loneliness	
in	modernity	including	i)	aloneness	or	the	radical	immanence	of	the	post‐Nietzschean	
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metaphysical	idiom	ii)	sociological	loneliness	as	manifested	in	the	material	and	cultural	
isolation	of	the	absolutely	autonomous	liberal	individual	and	iii)	the	practical	isolation	of	
the	critical	intellectual.	Accordingly,	the	rich	dialectical	character	of	Marcuse’s	thought	is	
elaborated,	and	the	exercise	serves	to	counter	the	tendency	to	classify	him	as	a	‘pessimistic	
thinker’.	It	concludes	by	stressing	that	Marcuse’s	work	offers	invaluable	instruction	about	
the	evolving	nature	of	the	critical	enterprise	in	the	21st	century.	
	
Judith	Whitehead	–	Simon	Fraser	University	
jawhiteh@sfu.ca	
	
Fascism	in	the	current	stage	of	finance	monopoly	capital		‐	Roundtable	on	Neo‐Fascism	
Globally	
	
	
	 	
	


